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Editorial
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t was in February 2011 during Berlinale, one of the 

major film events of the world, when the first edition Iof All Lights came out in print. The magazine brought 

out by All Lights, an online portal on films and film 

festivals administered by a group of film enthusiasts, was 

testing hot waters then. It turns one-year-old this 

February and the occasion, we believe, is an indication of 

the recognition of All Lights. At this juncture, we would 

like to thank all our dear readers for their support and 

encouragement. You have our word that All Lights will 

continue to be a delightful read, entertaining and 

informing the readers with all the happenings in the 

world of motion picture. 

All Lights aspires to promote cinema sans border. 

Cinema is the most popular form of art and the business 

of cinema has prospered steadily over the years. The 

commercialisation of cinema has helped it mature as an 

art form and get bigger as an industry. Cinema has had 

good times and bad, but has lived on despite many 

challenges, thanks to popular cinema. Hence, in this 

anniversary issue, All Lights focuses on commercial 

cinema of 2011. The article titled "Cinema, an Eternal 

Art" is an analysis on the growth of cinema as a whole 

and the contributions of commercial cinema to the art 

form. The article has carefully composed two lists, one 

consists of top ten movies of 2011 and another features 

ten movies that created much hype but turned out to be 

unimpressive. There is also an audience poll of the ten 

best films of the past year.

All Lights 
turns 
one-year-old

With Berlinale just round 

the corner, All Lights did not 

have to think hard of the next focus of this 

edition. At Berlin, good cinema and economics of 

cinema meet up with each other. European Film Market 

(EFM) that runs alongside Berlinale is the most 

important meeting point where experts of the 

international film industry; producers, distributors, 

buyers; converge to discuss and execute the business 

part of cinema.    "Back to Berlinale" gives a preview of 

the current issue of EFM. 

Digital cinema has transformed the way we watch 

cinema. "Digital Cinema: Story of a Revolution" talks 

about this transformation and the influence of digital 

cinema on the industry. "Toy Story No More a Child's 

Play" is an informative feature on the status of computer 

animation films today. It also gives a brief history of 

traditional animation. The first few months of a new year 

is also a season of the globe's prestigious awards like 

Academy awards, Golden Globe, Director's Guild and 

Writer's Guild awards. "The Jury's Verdict" takes a look 

at these honours. In "Freeman, The Character Actor", All 

Lights pays tribute to the renowned actor Morgan 

Freeman .

We hope that you find the elements of this issue of All 

Lights interesting and worthy of being a collector's item. 

We promise you more in the future. Enjoy reading All 

Lights!

next focus of this 

not 

Lakshmy Ravindran

Editor



Back to 
‘Berlinale’

erlin: an exciting, cosmopolitan cultural 

hub that never ceases to attract artists Bfrom around the world. A diverse cultural 

scene, a critical public and an audience of film-lovers 

characterize the city. In the middle of it all, the 

Berlinale: a great cultural event and one of the most 

important dates for the international film industry. 

Around 300,000 sold tickets, more than 19,000 

professional visitors from 115 countries, including 

4,000 journalists: art, glamour, parties and business 

are all inseparably linked at the Berlinale.

The Berlin International Film Festival 

showcases about 400 films per year, mostly 

international or European premieres. Films 

of every genre, length and format find their 

place in the various sections: great 

international cinema in the ‘Competition’, 

independent and art house in ‘Panorama’, 

films for young audiences in ‘Generation’, 

new discoveries and promising 

talents from the German film 

scene in ‘Perspektive Deutsches 

Kino’, avant garde, experimental 

and unfamiliar cinematography 
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in ‘the Forum’, and an exploration of cinematic 

possibilities in ‘Berlinale Shorts’. The programme is 

rounded out by a Retrospective as well as an Homage, 

which focuses on the œuvre of a great personality of 

cinema, curated by the Deutsche Kinemathek- Museum 

für Film und Fernsehen.

The Berlin International Film Festival is a source of 

inspiration in the global film community: film 

programmes, workshops, panel discussions, joint 

projects with other social and cultural actors - the forms 

of cooperation and the possibilities for creative 

interaction are countless.

The most important meeting point is the European Film 

Market (EFM). Around 400 companies and 7,000 

professionals from 90 countries build and foster contacts 

here, strengthen their position in the industry or 

negotiate film rights.

The Berlinale Co-Production Market, affiliated to the 

EFM, offers fertile ground for international co-

productions.

The Berlinale Talent Campus brings high profile 

professionals attending the workshops and discussions 

with 350 promising young film talents from all over the 

world. 

The World Cinema Fund (WCF) provides financial 

support to film projects in countries with weak film 

infrastructure thereby helping strengthen the regions' 

position on the international film market.

The close connection between the festival and market is a 

unique characteristic of the Berlinale and always results 

in exceptional synergies.

The European Film Market (EFM) runs for nine days as 

part of one of the most important film festivals in the 

world, the Berlinale. As the first major film event of the 

year, it is a magnet for 

international industry 

professionals, and is seen 

as a barometer for the 

upcoming year in film.

The EFM is the business 

centre of the festival, taking 

place in the magnificent 

renaissance exhibition hall 

of the Martin-Gropius-Bau 

(MGB), and in the official 

second location at the EFM 

Marriott Offices and Stands 

in the deluxe modern 

Marriott Hotel, both just 

minutes away from the 

festival headquarters at 

Potsdamer Platz in the 

heart of contemporary 

Berlin. A mix of old and new, innovative and historical - it 

is a city full of contradictions, whose highly charged 

atmosphere is reflected in the energy of the Market.

 Every year, producers, distributors, buyers and sales 

agents converge at the EFM where both commercial art-

house and specialized mainstream are given star billing. 

The open and lively environment of MGB allows for 

ample opportunity to meet and network with a wide 

variety of your industry colleagues. EFM provides with a 

marketplace where one can discover the best quality 

products in the film business.  Recognizing that new and 

emerging talent is their greatest resource, the EFM 

continues to promote discovery, facilitate collaborations 

and provide platforms for productions in development.

Whether putting together deals, networking for new 

opportunities or catching up with colleagues, it's all about 

relationships. And that's what EFM is here for. 

From the organizers Desk

"The interest in the EFM and the demand from 

exhibitors remains very strong. Despite all talk of 

an economic crisis, we were sold out very quickly 

this year. I have no crystal ball to say how things 

will actually be at the EFM this year, but what I 

have been hearing from buyers since the AFM is 

Beki Probst, EFM Director

Beki Probst is the head of the European Film 

Market since 1988. Probst was born in Istanbul. 

She studied law and journalism before joining the 

daily newspaper "Tercuman" and the weekly 

newspaper "Hayat". In 1960 Beki Probst moved to 

Switzerland where she organized several cultural 

projects. She then became manager of the Probst-

Kinobetriebe. Her commitment to film and cinema 

soon led her to extend her activities to Europe and 

beyond. From 1981 to 1988 Beki Probst was the 

Berlin International Film Festival's delegate for 

Turkey and Greece. In 1985 she organized a trade 

show for the Locarno International Film Festival. 

She also 

served on the 

selection committee 

for the Locarno Film 

Festival until 1995, 

and continues as a 

consultant to the 

festival for the 

Piazza Grande 

Committee, the 

programming 

committee for 

feature and medium 

length films, etc.

In 1988 Beki Probst 

became director of 

the "Film Fair" of the 

Berlin International 

Film Festival. She 

renamed the section 

European Film 

Market and, under her management, the EFM 

established itself as one of the biggest and most 

important international film markets.

In addition, Beki Probst was artistic director of the 

Geneva Festival "Stars de Demain". She has served on the 

jurys of several international film festivals, among them 

Toronto, Jerusalem, San Sebastian, and was jury 

president at the Antalya film festival in 2006. In 1992 

Beki Probst was decorated as Chevalier des Arts et des 

Lettres by the French Minister of Culture. 

Oliver Möst © Berlinale/EFM 2011
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‘Cinema, an Eternal Art’
- A Report on Commercial Cinemas (Hollywood) of 2011

Harry Potter and the 

Deathly Hallows - Part 2

is the final epic fantasy film of the Harry 

Potter series. The movie is directed by David 

Yates and is the second of two films based on 

the novel Harry Potter and the Deathly 

Hallows by J. K. Rowling. This is the highest 

grossing film in the Harry Potter series and 

the ninth film ever to gross over $1 billion. 

The movie is distributed by Warner Bros.

Cast: Daniel Radcliffe, Rupert Grint, Emma 

Watson, Ralph Fiennes

Crew: Music by: Alexandre Desplat, John 

William, Nicholas Hooper Cinematography: 

Eduardo Serra Editing by: Mark Day

Verdict: Better performance from the 

characters  and fabulous graphics makes the 

movie a sure shot Hit.

t's funny how abundance can 

sometimes feel like scarcity Iwith 'critics' always 

nostalgically claiming a lack of 

good quality movies compared to 

'the golden years' inspite of an 

exceedingly wonderful crop this 

year both from the major studios 

and the smaller independent 

studios. Even someone who does 

not live in a metropolis could have 

seen a great many of the major 

movies thanks to technology and 

new, still-emerging forms of 

distribution. Of course, we all like 

the convenience of streaming 

movies, but it's transporting to sit 

in the dark, with other people, 

watching bigger-than-life images. It 

can be especially affecting when 

the audience is with a movie, as 

they were this year underlined by 

the smashing success stories of 

Harry Potter and the Deathly 

Hallows, The Transformers, Fast 

Five and so on...One cannot 

imagine, for instance, watching 

Harry Potter or Steven Spielberg's 

"War Horse" on a television, much 

less a smartphone, shot in 

gorgeous film, they all deserve to 

be seen projected on a big, bright 

screen catalyzing and accelerating 

a 'Return to theaters' movement.

Giant leaps in art, craft and 

technology have taken the 

commercial cinema to where it is 

today. With inputs from global 

media on understanding films, 

viewer interests have gone up 

considerably. 

'All Lights' recognizes this 

changing trend and has decided to 

highlight it as the cover story of 

this anniversary issue. 

Review: Brilliantly written script by Steve 

Kloves from the adapted story of J K 

Rowling.  Special effects are wonderful and 

did a stand out performance. The 

performances from the entire cast are of a 

remarkably high standard. 

Ratings: 4.5/5   

is an American science fiction action film 

based on the Transformers toy line produced 

by the American toy company Hasbro. This 

is the third installment of the Transformers 

film series. The movie is directed by Michael 

Bay. The movie is distributed by 

DreamWorks Pictures through Paramount 

Pictures. 

Cast: Shia LaBeouf, Josh Duhamel, John 

Turturro, Tyrese Gibson

Crew: Music by: Steve Jablonsky, 

Cinematography  : Amir Mokri Editing by: 

Roger Barton, William Goldenberg, Joel 

Negron

Verdict: In comparison to the earlier 

installments Transformers: Dark of the 

Moon is a good entertainer.

Review: The movie is long and monotonous 

in various areas. Script feels a little 

confusing but directed well. The engaging 

action sequences and visual effects were 

Transformers: Dark of 

the Moon

Top rated 
movies of the 
year 2011

that the prices for films are going up.  It does not 

mean that people are seeing everything in a pink 

cloud, but they see that the cinema industry is well 

and kicking.

Our goal is to offer an optimal infrastructure and 

embrace current technological developments for 

the global film industry, which is why we have 

specifically invested in the digitalization of our 

cinemas this year.

We are very excited about having this new booth 

called "The American Independents in Berlin" 

which will be located on the second floor of Martin-

Gropius-Bau next to Meet the Docs and near the 

EFM Lounge.

We thought it would be an interesting operation 

because the films we get from Sundance are 

independents, and the IFP is also working with 

independents, so it was just a matter of bringing 

them together. And that is a good incentive for the 

market.

The EFM is becoming more international with each 

passing year, with more participants coming from 

Asia and South America for example."

ALL LIGHTS, FEBRUARY 201206

Catherine Buresi, EFM Co-Director

French-born Catherine Buresi is the Deputy Director of 

the European Film Market since September 2008. 

Catherine Buresi has been working in the international 

media and film industry for almost 20 years. From 1991 

to 2001, she assisted the City of Strasbourg in developing 

the region's audio-visual structure; from 2002 to 2005, 

she was Chief Executive at EAVE (European Audiovisual 

Entrepreneurs) in Brussels. Since 2005 she has worked 

as an independent expert for different institutions and 

film festivals. As team leader of the "Euromed 

Audiovisual" programme from 2006 to 2008, she was 

responsible for developing the partnership between 

Europe and Mediterranean countries (Algeria, Egypt, 

Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco, the Palestinian 

Territories, Syria, Tunisia, Turkey). In addition she has 

operated as "matchmaker" and programme consultant for 

the Berlinale Co-Production Market, the Producers 

Network at the Marché du Film in Cannes and for the 

Dubai Film Connection. 

As the year's first film market, the European Film Market 

(EFM) will open its doors at the 62nd Berlin International 

Film Festival from February 9 - 17, 2012, making it the 

first meeting and trade platform for the international film 

industry. Bis bald in Berlin!!!

Oliver Möst © Berlinale/EFM 2011
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The Twilight Saga: 

Breaking Dawn Part 1

is an American 3D animated film directed by 

Carlos Saldanha and produced by Blue Sky 

Studios. Screenplay of the movie is written 

by Don Rhymer, Joshua Sternin, Jeffrey 

Ventimilia and Sam Harper, the film is 

distributed by 20th Century Fox. 

Cast: Jesse Eisenberg, Anne Hathaway, 

will.i.am, Jamie Foxx, George Lopez

Crew: Music by: John Powell 

Cinematography: Renato Falcão Editing by:              

Harry Hitner

Verdict: A visual treat  for animation lovers.

Review:  Jesse Eisenberg had done a decent 

job giving voice to the character Blu. A 

Thumbs up for the script, very emotional 

and well written. Talking technically, 

animation to its best.

Ratings: 4/5

Is a romantic fantasy films directed by Bill 

Condon. It's based on the novel Breaking 

Dawn by Stephenie Meyer. The screenplay is 

written by Melissa Rosenberg and 

distributed by Summit Entertainment. 

Cast: Kristen Stewart, Robert Pattinson, 

Taylor Lautner

Crew: Music by: Carter Burwell 

Cinematography: Guillermo Navarro 

Editing by: Virginia Katz

Verdict: This installment seemed boring for 

the twilight fans but will do good business 

with the brand name.

Review: The movie opened world wide with 

a bash pulling the fans to the cinema house 

but was a disappointment. Kristen Stewart's 

acting was something to watch for. The movie 

had mixed response.

Ratings: 1.5/5

is a British-American adventure and the 

fourth installment in the series. The first 

three previous films was directed by Gore 

Verbinski, was replaced by Rob Marshall in 

this film, while all the four parts are 

produced by Jerry Bruckheimer. The movie 

is distributed by Walt Disney Pictures.

Cast: Johnny Depp, Penélope Cruz, Geoffrey 

Rush, Ian McShane, Kevin McNally, 

Crew: Music by: Hans Zimmer, Rodrigo y 

Gabriela Cinematography: Dariusz Wolski 

Editing by: Michael Kahn

Verdict: Rob Marshall couldn't match up to 

Verbinski, but the movie made an impact 

since it was quirky and fun.

Review: The comic situations in the movie 

has been vibrant. Johny Depp's colorful 

dialogues and comic timings were 

spectacular. The performances of others 

were average and Music by Hans Zimmer 

gets full marks. 

Rating: 2.5/5

Is an American 3D animated action comedy 

film, directed by Jennifer Yuh Nelson. It is 

the sequel to the 2008 film Kung Fu Panda, 

Pirates of the Caribbean: 

On Stranger Tides 

Kung Fu Panda 2

produced by DreamWorks Animation, and 

distributed by Paramount Pictures. 

Cast: Jack Black, Angelina Jolie, Gary 

Oldman, Dustin Hoffman, Jackie Chan, Seth 

Rogen

Crew: Music by: Hans Zimmer, John Powell 

Editing by : Clare Knight

Verdict: is a promising sequel and have done 

better than the prequel.  Animation 

contributes to the movie's success.

Review: The movie is undoubtedly a mass 

entertainer for people of all ages. The 

technical side of the movie including 

animation, 3D special effects, editing has 

been out standing. Well scripted and 

directed. Hit all the way.

Rating: 4/5
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outstanding. Shia LaBeouf has done a 

reasonably good job.

Ratings: 2/5

is an American action film directed by Justin 

Lin and written by Chris Morgan. It is the 

fifth installment in the Fast and the Furious 

film series.

Cast: Vin Diesel, Paul Walker, Jordana 

Brewster, Dwayne Johnson

Crew: Music by: Brian Tyler 

Cinematography: Stephen F. Windon Editing 

by: Kelly Matsumoto, Fred Raskin, Christian 

Wagner

Verdict:   is a mass entertainer and expected 

to do well in all centers.

Review:  Is a good action entertainer for  

people of all class. People are advised to 

keep their brains at home for watching it, 

Fast Five

since it has some unbelievable sequences. 

Ratings: 3.5/5

-is an American comedy film sequel to 

2009's The Hangover, written by  Craig 

Mazin, Scott Armstrong and Todd Phillips. 

The movie is also directed by Todd Phillips, 

produced by Legendary Pictures and 

distributed by Warner Bros. Pictures.

Cast: Starring Bradley Cooper, Ed Helms, 

Zach Galifianakis, Justin Bartha

Crew: Music by: Christophe Beck 

Cinematography: Lawrence Sher Editing by: 

Debra Neil-Fisher, Mike Sale

Verdict: Same story routine compared to the 

first and a little dull towards the end.

Review: The movie couldn't deliver as the 

first part did. It happens to be a 

disappointment for the brand's fans. The 

film opened well but won't impress the mass.

Ratings: 1.5/5

The Smurfs is an American 3D animation 

film based on The Smurfs comic book series 

created by Peyo and the 1980s animated TV 

series directed by Raja Gosnell. The 

screenplay of the movie is written by J. David 

Stem, David N. Weiss, Jay Scherick and 

David Ronn. Story of the film is by J. David 

Stem and David N. Weiss. Columbia Pictures 

distributed the movie worldwide. 

Cast: Neil Patrick Harris, Hank Azaria, 

Jayma Mays, Sofía Vergara

Crew: Music by: Heitor Pereira 

Cinematography: Phil Meheux Editing by: 

Sabrina Plisco

Verdict: Entertainer all the way. This is a 

must watch for people who are going through 

The Hangover Part II

The Smurfs

stress at work.

Review: Very much improvised from the 

previous smurfs show. The 3D effects are 

very GOOD. At some places there is more of 

reality in the scene. 

Ratings: 3.5/5

Cars 2 is an American computer-animated 

film sequel to the 2006 hit Cars. The movie 

is directed by John Lasseter who was the 

director of the prequel too.

Cast: Owen Wilson, Larry the Cable Guy

Michael Caine, Emily Mortimer

Crew: Music by: Michael Giacchino 

Cinematography: Jeremy Lasky, Sharon 

Calahan Editing by: Stephen Schaffer

Verdict: A wonderful ride for the Cars fans, 

they will like it.

Review: Movie's animation has been decent, 

but could have been better. Direction has 

been good and script is not so promising. 

Movie will do above average business.

Ratings: 3/5

Cars 2

Top rated 
movies of the 
year 2011
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The Rum Diary

- is an American film based on the Hunter S. 

Thompson's novel of the same name. The 

Screenplay and direction of the movie is 

done by Bruce Robinson. The movie stars 

Johny Depp and is distributed by 

FilmDistrict. 

Cast: Johnny Depp, Aaron Eckhart, Michael 

Rispoli, Amber Heard

Crew: Music by: Christopher Young  

Cinematography: Dariusz Wolski Editing 

by: Carol Littleton

Verdict: It will be a shocker for all the Johny 

Depp fans worldwide. 

Review: Movie has been made well but won't 

be acceptable to everyone. Only the people 

who have read Hunter S. Thompson's novel 

would like it. The editing, script was good 

and cinematography was just average.

Ratings: 1.5/5

Anonymous

Is a political thriller written by John Orloff 

and narrated by Sir Derek Jacobi. The movie 

is directed by Roland Emmerich and 

distributed by Columbia Pictures. 

Cast: Rhys Ifans, Vanessa Redgrave, Joely 

Richardson, David Thewlis

Crew: Music by: Harald Kloser, Thomas 

Wanker Cinematography: Anna Foerster 

Editing by: Peter R. Adam

Verdict: In one word, it's a colossal 

disappointment.

Review: Not all directors are capable of 

pulling off a period film. Roland Emmerich , 

who is famous for movies like '2012, 

Independence Day' had once again made the 

movie in a perfect technicality.  But that's not 

what is enough for a good movie. The 

negative part of the movie is the boring 

routine script.

Ratings: 1/5

Tower Heist

- is an American comedy film and written by 

Ted Griffin and Jeff Nathanson, The movie is  

directed by Brett Ratner based on a story by 

Bill Collage, Adam Cooper, and Griffin. 

Cast: Ben Stiller, Eddie Murphy, Casey 

Affleck, Alan Alda

Crew: Music by: Christophe Beck 

Cinematography: Dante Spinotti Editing by: 

Mark Helfrich

Verdict: Too many attempted comedy.

Review: This one makes you smile, laugh 

but not enjoy. The draw back of the movie is 

that the script may find you meaningless and 

some places you find it too much made out 

comedy. Performance of Ben stiller and 

Eddie Murphy was fine.

Ratings: 1.5/5

Happy Feet Two

- is a computer-animated film directed by 

George Miller, The film is a sequel to the 

2006 smash hit Happy Feet, and it is in 3D. 
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Rating: 1.5/5

The Big Year

- is an American comedy film written by 

Screenplay by Howard Franklin and directed 

by David Frankel. The movie is distributed 

by 20th Century Fox.

Cast: Steve Martin, Jack Black, Owen Wilson

Crew: Music by: Theodore Shapiro, 

Cinematography: Lawrence Sher Editing by:             

Mark Livolsi

Verdict: Poor attempted comedy and nothing 

new.

Review: The makers tried to entertain the 

audience with some of their best shots but 

wasn't enough. What is good about the 

movie, are a few comic scenes and the 

background score. The movie opened with a 

few audiences and received cold response.

Rating: 1/5

Flop movies 
of the year 
2011
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Sucker Punch

- is an American fantasy thriller film, 

screenplay wriiten by Zack Snyder

and Steve Shibuya. The movie is directed by 

Zack Snyder himself and the movie is 

distributed by Warner Bros. Pictures.

Cast: Emily Browning, Abbie Cornish, Jena 

Malone, Vanessa Hudgens, Jamie Chung

Crew: Music by: Tyler Bates, Marius de Vries 

Cinematography: Larry Fong  Editing by: 

William Hoy

Verdict: Technically good but no mileage 

Review: Promotion and Hype was excellent 

but the movie couldn't deliver what the 

public needed. Confusing script and too 

many unwanted graphics in between. Sound 

effects were the only thing to be pointed well.  

Acting of the characters was average.

Ratings: 1.5/5

Green Lantern

- is an American superhero film based on the 

DC Comics character Green Lantern. The 

screenplay of the movie is wriiten by Greg 

Berlanti, Michael Green, Marc Guggenheim 

and Michael Goldenberg.  The movie is 

directed by Martin Campbell and distributed 

by Warner Bros.

Cast: Ryan Reynolds, Blake Lively, Peter 

Sarsgaard, Mark Strong

Crew: Music by: James Newton Howard 

Cinematography: Dion Beebe Editing by: 

Stuart Baird

Verdict: The comic was interesting but 

movie couldn't match up.

Review: Visual effects and background score 

are wonderful but these things couldn't 

contribute for the movie. Acting performance 

by everyone was good. The hardship of Hal 

looked very easy for the character. Martin 

Campell, who is known for movies like 

Golden eye, Mask of Zorro couldn't create 

the old magic here.

Rating: 1.5/5

Cowboys & Aliens 

-is a 2011 American science fiction  film 

directed by Jon Favreau. Its based on the 

novel of the same name written by  Scott 

Mitchell Rosenberg. The Screenplay by 

Damon Lindelof, Alex Kurtzman, Roberto 

Orci, Mark Fergus and Hawk Ostby. 

Cast: Daniel Craig, Harrison Ford, Olivia 

Wilde

Crew: Music by: Harry Gregson-Williams 

Cinematography: Matthew Libatique Editing 

by: Dan Lebental, Jim May

Verdict: The movie looked awful to movie 

buffs. 

Review: what's good about the movie is its 

Good visual effects, But the script seemed 

meaningless to most of the audience. Though 

it had two big stars the movie couldn't pull 

much attention. The movie won't go much of 

a distance.

Rating: 1/5

Conan the Barbarian

- is a fantasy film based on the character 

Conan the Barbarian created by Robert E. 

Howard. The movie is directed by Marcus 

Nispel.  The movie is written by Thomas 

Dean Donnelly

Joshua Oppenheimer and Sean Hood , the 

film distributed by Lionsgate.

Cast: Jason Momoa, Rachel Nichols, 

Stephen Lang, Rose McGowan, Saïd 

Taghmaoui

Crew: Music by: Tyler Bates 

Cinematography: Thomas Kloss Editing by: 

Ken Blackwell

Verdict: It was hard for the audience to 

replace Arnold in the character.

Review: The movie was slow and had the 

same old routine script. The story seemed 

armature for the viewers. The plus point of 

the movie is the make up. Jason momoa has 

done a poor job.
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Rating: 1.5/5
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wasn't enough. What is good about the 

movie, are a few comic scenes and the 

background score. The movie opened with a 
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Cast: Elijah Wood, Robin Williams, Hank 

Azaria, Brad Pitt, Matt Damon

Crew: Music by: John Powell, Pink Studio               

Village Roadshow Pictures, Kennedy-Miller 

Mitchell Films, Dr. D Studios

Verdict: The animation is as eye-popping as 

ever, but Happy Feet Two's narrative is too 

noisily incoherent to recapture the Oscar-

winning charm of its predecessor.

Review: What 'Happy Feet  Two' lacks is a  

strong narrative.  But the movie is very well 

technically accomplished. 

Ratings: 2/5

New Year's Eve

Flop movies 
of the year 
2011

Conclusion

Technology is the key to the future. With the wings of innovative technology, commercial cinema is poised for a take off  

in the near future.

All Lights Audience Poll Graph
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- is an American romantic film with some 

humor supporting to it. The movie is 

directed by Garry Marshall and it features a 

large number of casts.

Cast: Halle Berry, Jessica Biel, Jon Bon 

Jovi, Abigail Breslin, Chris "Ludacris" 

Bridges, Robert De Niro

Crew: Music by: John Debney 

Cinematography: Charles Minsky Editing 

by: Michael Tronick

Verdict: Shallow, sappy, and dull, New Year's 

Eve assembles a star-studded cast for no 

distinct purpose.

Review: There are more than two dozen 

stars, but the non appealing storyline  makes 

the movie a failure

Ratings- 1.5/5
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uxedos, Posh cars, Glimmering evening 

gowns, Star studded podiums, Paparazzi, 

Gleaming lights, Beaming faces, Fluttering T
hearts, Speeches of acknowledgement and gratitude, 

Applause of appreciation...Still wondering what we 

are talking about. Well, we are talking about Awards! 

Awards! Awards! 

Yes, as we officially enter into the year 2012, with more 

dazzling red carpet moments, it's awards time yet 

again. 

Design awards are not only the 

biggest in the world, they 

are probably the most 

important recognition which 

boasts the morale of the 

receiver, it's an honour which 

a person cherishes throughout 

his life. Nothing in this world 

can replace the feeling of being 

acknowledged for years of hard 

work and pain to create a master 

piece which the other end receives 

as a noteworthy gift. 

Mainstream cinema, Independent films, 

Shorts and Documentaries, Animated 

features, Professional and Amateur 

movies, Biographies etc constitute 

what we call 'Cinema'. One always 

wonders, how many, exactly, how many 

movies are made worldwide a year? 

20,000? 30,000? lakhs perhaps. Simple 

as it sounds, the statistics presented are 

always out of the blue and the exact 

figure a mystery. Out of this huge number 

only few are fortunate enough to hit the 

silver screen under a big banner while 

others are limited to DVD release or are shelved forever 

and it is out of these few fortunate movies the best of the 

lot is recognized. 

The JURY ’S VERDICT
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Mitchell Films, Dr. D Studios
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New Year's Eve

Flop movies 
of the year 
2011

Conclusion

Technology is the key to the future. With the wings of innovative technology, commercial cinema is poised for a take off  

in the near future.

All Lights Audience Poll Graph

ALL LIGHTS, FEBRUARY 201212

- is an American romantic film with some 

humor supporting to it. The movie is 

directed by Garry Marshall and it features a 

large number of casts.

Cast: Halle Berry, Jessica Biel, Jon Bon 

Jovi, Abigail Breslin, Chris "Ludacris" 

Bridges, Robert De Niro

Crew: Music by: John Debney 

Cinematography: Charles Minsky Editing 

by: Michael Tronick

Verdict: Shallow, sappy, and dull, New Year's 

Eve assembles a star-studded cast for no 

distinct purpose.

Review: There are more than two dozen 

stars, but the non appealing storyline  makes 

the movie a failure

Ratings- 1.5/5

25%

20%

15%

10%

5%

0%

Cars 2

Sherlock 
Holmes: 

A Game of 
Shadows

Rio

The 
Smurfs

The Girl with the Dragon 
Tattoo12%

Transformers: Dark of the 
Moon

Kung Fu 
Panda 2

Mission: 
Impossible Ghost Protocol

Pirates of the Caribbean: On Stranger Tides

Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows Part 2

9%

5%
8%

7%

12%

3%

10%

22%

4%

20%

Cars 2 5%

Sherlock Holmes: 

A Game of Shadows 9%

Rio 8%

The Smurfs 7%

The Girl with the 

Dragon Tattoo 12%

Transformers: 

Dark of the Moon 3%

Kung Fu Panda 2 10%

Mission: Impossible

Ghost Protocol 22%

Pirates of the Caribbean: 

On Stranger Tides 4%

Harry Potter and the 

Deathly Hallows Part 2 20%

ALL LIGHTS, FEBRUARY 2012 13

uxedos, Posh cars, Glimmering evening 

gowns, Star studded podiums, Paparazzi, 

Gleaming lights, Beaming faces, Fluttering T
hearts, Speeches of acknowledgement and gratitude, 

Applause of appreciation...Still wondering what we 

are talking about. Well, we are talking about Awards! 

Awards! Awards! 

Yes, as we officially enter into the year 2012, with more 

dazzling red carpet moments, it's awards time yet 

again. 

Design awards are not only the 

biggest in the world, they 

are probably the most 

important recognition which 

boasts the morale of the 

receiver, it's an honour which 

a person cherishes throughout 

his life. Nothing in this world 

can replace the feeling of being 

acknowledged for years of hard 

work and pain to create a master 

piece which the other end receives 

as a noteworthy gift. 

Mainstream cinema, Independent films, 

Shorts and Documentaries, Animated 

features, Professional and Amateur 

movies, Biographies etc constitute 

what we call 'Cinema'. One always 

wonders, how many, exactly, how many 

movies are made worldwide a year? 

20,000? 30,000? lakhs perhaps. Simple 

as it sounds, the statistics presented are 

always out of the blue and the exact 

figure a mystery. Out of this huge number 

only few are fortunate enough to hit the 

silver screen under a big banner while 

others are limited to DVD release or are shelved forever 

and it is out of these few fortunate movies the best of the 

lot is recognized. 

The JURY ’S VERDICT

Cover Story Filmosphere



ALL LIGHTS, FEBRUARY 2012 15

Awards season officially kicks off on 

12th January 2012 when the 

Broadcast Film Critics Association 

holds its 17th Annual Critics Choice 

Movie Awards -- which will air live 

on VH1. This year, the awards take 

place at the Hollywood Palladium.

DIRECTORS GUILD OF AMERICA 

AWARDS

 - The DGA Award for Outstanding 

Directorial Achievement in Feature 

Film has traditionally been a near 

perfect barometer for the Best 

Director Academy Award. The 64th 

Annual DGA Awards Dinner will 

take place on Saturday, January 28, 

2012. Nominees, celebrity 

presenters, DGA Members, industry 

VIPs and guests will gather at the Grand Ballroom at 

Hollywood and Highland in Los Angeles to celebrate the 

outstanding directorial achievements of 2011. D.W. 

GRIFFITH AWARD - in 1953, the Directors Guild of 

America instituted the D. W. Griffith Award, its highest 

honour. 

EUROPEAN FILM AWARDS

 - Every year, the various activities of 

the European Film Academy 

culminate in the ceremony of the 

European Film Awards also 

popularly known as the "European 

Oscars". These awards are presented 

jointly with EFA Productions 

gGmbH. In a total of 17 categories 

the European Film Awards annually 

honour the greatest achievements in 

European cinema. 

GOLDEN GLOBE

 - This award is presented 

annually by the Hollywood 

Foreign Press Association (HFPA) 

to recognize outstanding 

achievements in the 

entertainment industry, both 

domestic and foreign. Hollywood 

Foreign Press Association had 

humble origins that stemmed solely from a group of 

journalists' desire to efficiently and accurately cover all 

aspects of the world of entertainment. The Golden Globes 

recognize achievements in 25 categories; 14 in motion 

pictures and 11 in television. This year the award 

ceremony would be held on January 15 at Beverly Hilton 

Hotel.

HONG KONG FILM AWARDS (HKFA) 

- The Hong Kong Film Awards (HKFA) 

was founded in 1982, are the most 

prestigious film awards in Hong Kong and 

among the most respected in mainland 

China and Taiwan. The Awards recognize 

achievement in all aspects of filmmaking, 

such as directing, screenwriting, acting 

and cinematography. The award 

ceremony held annually, typically in April 

is considered to be equivalent to the 

American Oscars and the British BAFTAS.

IMAGE AWARDS

 - This award is an accolade presented 

by the American National Association 

for the Advancement of Colored People 

(NAACP) to honour outstanding people 

of colour in film, television, music, and 

literature. Similar to other awards, like 

the Oscars and the Grammys, the 35 

categories of Image Awards are voted on 

by members of the NAACP. There are 

also honorary awards, including the President's Award, 

the Chairman's Award, Entertainer of the Year and The 

Image Award Hall of Fame.

INDEPENDENT SPIRIT AWARDS

 - The Independent Spirit Awards 

(originally known as the FINDIE or 

Friends of Independents Awards), 

founded in 1984. The Spirit Awards 

celebrates artist-driven filmmaking and 

recognizes the finest achievements of 

today's independent filmmakers. This 

years award ceremony is scheduled on 

25Th February.

MTV MOVIE AWARDS

 - The MTV Movie Awards is a film 

awards show presented annually on 

MTV (formerly initialized as Music 

Television). The nominees are decided 

by producers and executives at MTV. 

Winners are decided online by the 

general public. MTV Movie Awards this 

year kicks off on June 3 in Los Angeles.
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The list of awards is endless, big or small every award 

ceremony works on rather simple and important criteria 

- 'HONORING THE BEST'. Here is a list of some of the 

well famous and acclaimed award ceremonies across the 

world recognizing World Cinema through years. 

THE OSCARS 

- Presented by the ACADEMY OF 

MOTION PICTURE ARTS AND 

SCIENCES (AMPAS), the Oscars have 

a legacy of 84 years, starting 1929. 

Held annually, this award ceremony is 

considered as the highest honour a 

movie can receive. The Academy is 

composed of over 6,000 most talented 

and accomplished men and women 

working in movies. These members 

representing 15 branches vote for the 

movies they feel deserve the top spot. 

This year's Oscars is scheduled on 

26th February 2012 at Kodak Theatre. The well 

celebrated event will be televised live by ABC Television 

Network.

THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF 

CINEMATOGRAPHERS (ASC 

AWARDS)

- An old adage states "Every Frame 

should look as beautiful as a picture", 

here is another award which honours 

the gorgeous movies of the past year. 

Moving on to its 26th edition, the ASC 

awards honours the great 

cinematography which brings to us a 

visually stunning picture which makes 

it harder to resist. The ASC award 

ceremony to recognize Outstanding 

Cinematography will be held on 12th 

February 2012 at the Hollywood and 

Highland Grand Ballroom.

ASIAN FILM AWARDS

-- Launched in 2007, the Asian Film 

Awards (AFA) honours filmmakers 

with outstanding achievements in the 

field of Asian cinema. Recognized as 

the only platform in the world that 

brings together the best cinematic 

talents of Asia, it draws film fans and 

professionals from all across the 

globe. 6Th Edition of AFA Awards due this 2012, will 

take place on 19th March.

SATELLITE AWARDS AND AUTEUR 

AWARD 

- International Press Association (IPA) 

hosts the Satellite Awards and Auteur 

Award each year to honour the very best of 

the entertainment industry in 

comprehensive categories for Film, 

Television, DVD and New Media. IPA 

defines "Auteur" as a filmmaker whose 

singular vision and unique artistic control 

over the elements of production give a 

personal and signature style to their films.

BRITISH ACADEMY OF FILM AND 

TELEVISION ARTS (BAFTA AWARDS) 

- The Orange British Academy 

Film Awards rewards the best 

work of any nationality seen on 

British cinema screens during the 

preceding year. BAFTA ensures 

that the very best creative work 

can be accessed and appreciated 

by British public. The awards 

ceremony for the year 2012 will 

take place on Sunday 12 February at the Royal Opera 

House in London's Covent Garden.

BERNHARD WICKI FILM PRIZE 

- This prize is awarded to German and International 

films that stand out both in terms of their artistic vision 

and the human and political dimension they convey - 

films that stand as examples against the false prophets 

who would blind and mislead the world, films in which 

especially members of the younger generation, in Europe 

and all over the globe, show that they recognise and are 

willing to assume their political responsibility and uphold 

the spirit of freedom.

BOSTON SOCIETY OF FILM CRITICS 

AWARDS 

- Boston's unique critical perspective heard on a national 

and international level by awarding commendations to 

the best of the year's films and filmmakers and local film 

theatres and film societies that offer outstanding film 

programming.

CRITIC'S CHOICE MOVIE AWARDS

 - The Critics' Choice Movie Awards are bestowed 

annually by the Broadcast Film Critics Association to 

honour the finest in cinematic achievement. The 2012 
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PEOPLE'S CHOICE AWARDS

- The People's Choice Awards is an 

American awards show recognizing the 

people and the work of popular culture. 

The show has been held annually since 

1975 and is voted on by the general 

public.  

PRODUCERS GUILD AWARDS 

- One of the awards season's 

marquee events, The Producers 

Guild Awards celebrates the finest 

producing work of the year, and gives 

the Guild an opportunity to honour 

some of the living legends who have 

shaped our profession. 

SATURN AWARDS 

- The Saturn Award is an award 

presented annually by the Academy 

of Science Fiction, Fantasy & Horror 

Films to honour the top works in 

science fiction, fantasy, and horror in 

film, television, and home video. 

Similar to other awards, like the 

Oscars, the Emmys and the 

Grammys, the Saturn Awards are 

voted on by members of the 

presenting Academy. 

SCREAM AWARDS 

- This award show is dedicated to 

the horror, sci-fi, and fantasy genres 

of feature films. Originally only 

having Scream Queen and Heroic 

Performance awards for actors, the 

personnel awards have expanded to 

include actors and actresses of all 

three recognized genres. 

SCREEN ACTORS GUILD AWARDS 

- A Screen Actors Guild Award is an 

accolade given by the Screen Actors 

Guild (SAG) to recognize 

outstanding performances by its 

members. The statuette given, a 

male figure holding both a mask of 

comedy and a mask of tragedy, is 

called "The Actor". SAG Awards 

have been one of the major awards 

events in Hollywood since 1995. 
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Nominations for the awards come from 4200 randomly 

selected members of the union, with the full membership 

(120,000 as of 2007) available to vote for the winners.

SPIKE GUYS' CHOICE AWARDS 

- The Spike Guys' Choice 

Awards is an awards show 

produced by the Viacom cable 

channel Spike and held since 

2007. It is patterned after 

Viacom's MTV Movie Awards. 

The winners are chosen based 

on voting by fans and viewers of 

the channel.

TAURUS WORLD STUNT AWARDS

 - The Taurus World Stunt 

Awards is a yearly award 

ceremony that honours stunt 

performers in movies. It is 

held each year in Los 

Angeles.

WRITERS GUILD OF AMERICA 

AWARDS 

- The Writers Guild of America 

Award for outstanding 

achievements in film, television, 

and radio has been presented 

annually by the Writers Guild of 

America, East and Writers Guild 

of America, West since 1949. The screen awards are for 

films that were exhibited theatrically in the Los Angeles 

area during the preceding calendar year.

Yes, we know the list is small are there are many other 

award ceremonies which are held Nationally and 

Internationally to honour the best projects every year. The 

changing trend and the love of cinema has encouraged 

many new talents to come forth with experimental ideas 

on screen. Today we have many film festivals such as The 

Cannes Film Festival, Venice Film Festival, Sundance Film 

Festival, Hollywood Film Festival, Melbourne International 

Film Festival, Boston Film Festival, International Film 

Festival of India and many many more which opens up 

new world of opportunities for independent film makers 

and mainstream cinema artists to showcase their talents 

to the world. These festivals too award the best their 

highest accolades and pave a way for them to enter some 

of the biggest award ceremony. 

For most of the biggest award ceremonies celebrations, the 

stage is set, nominees decided, so lets too join the 

jubilation and applause their efforts to recognize the 'BEST 

of ALL'.

organ Freeman is an ever popular American 

actor who has bagged 5 Academy nominations Mand has won an academy award, Golden 

Globe and SAG award winner and Cecil B. DeMille 

award for his finest performances in Hollywood cinema. 

His authoritative voice, calm demeanour and the ability 

to breathe life into his characters have aided him to grow 

to become the most popular figures in Hollywood 

cinema. Morgan Freeman is the most respected artist 

and considered as the legend of US cinema but this 

extraordinary man of talent too had major highs and 

lows in his career graph, climbing the ladder of success 

was just not easy for this master class actor.

Freeman was born in June 1937 in Memphis, 

Tennessee, youngest of the five children born to barber 

Morgan Porterfield Freeman, Sr. and school teacher 

Mayme Edna, Freeman was raised in Chicago and 

Mississippi. As a kid, he had always loved acting and 

Morgan Freeman 

-The Character Actor
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Mississippi. As a kid, he had always loved acting and 

Morgan Freeman 

-The Character Actor
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Workshop) show 'The Electric Company' (1971). 

He then moved into feature film with another 

children's adventure, 'Who Says I Can't Ride a 

Rainbow' (1971). Before his career graph took a 

major leap many small roles came looking for 

Freeman to prove his calibre. He starred in the 

thriller 'Blade' (1973); played 'Casca' in 'Julius 

Caesar' (1979) (V) and the title role in 

'Coriolanus' (1979) (V), 'the prison dramas 

Attica' (1980) (TV) and 'Brubaker' (1980), 'the 

slow-moving Eyewitness' (1981) and 'Death of a 

Prophet' (1981) (TV). 

For most of the 1980s, Freeman continued to 

contribute decent enough performances in films 

that fluctuated in their quality but whatever he 

did was noteworthy and out of the extraordinary. Finally 

years of hard work bore fruits and he really stood out, 

scoring an Oscar nomination as a merciless hoodlum in 

'Street Smart' (1987). He pulled a second Oscar 

nomination as the patient and dignified chauffeur 

assisting moody pensioner Jessica Tandy in the 

delightful 'Driving Miss Daisy' (1989) and in the same 

year, teamed up with youthful Matthew Broderick and 

fiery Denzel Washington in the epic Civil War drama 

'Glory' (1989) about freed slaves being recruited to form 

the first all-African American fighting brigade. His star 

continued to rise, and the 1990s kicked off strongly with 

roles in Robin Hood: 'Prince of Thieves' (1991), 'The 

Power of One' (1992) and Clint Eastwood's de-

mythologized western 'Unforgiven' (1992). The film was a 

critical and box-office smash and scored an acting Oscar 

for Gene Hackman, a directing Oscar for Eastwood, and 

the Oscar for best picture.

Freeman's work did not go unnoticed, and his popularity 

soared. Audiences started 

noticing him as a class actor 

and with Oscar nominations 

lining up in his profile; 

Freeman joined the A - List 

bandwagon. More strong 

scripts came in, and his 

success saga continued. His 

third Oscar nomination 

came in for his role of a 

knowledgeable inmate in 

'The Shawshank 

Redemption' (1994). He was 

then back out hunting a 

religious serial killer in 

'Seven' (1995), starred 

alongside Keanu Reeves in 

Chain Reaction (1996), and 

was pursuing another serial 

murderer in 'Kiss the Girls' 

admired Gary Cooper, Spencer Tracy and Sidney Poitier 

who were regarded as the greatest actors of that time. 

Freeman was always in love with acting but in his hearts 

of hearts he dreamt of being a Fighter Pilot. His first ever 

tryst with acting came along at the age of nine when he 

was asked to perform at a school drama as part of a 

punishment. Freeman graduated in the year 1955. 

Though he knew he had a future in acting as a career, he 

turned down the partial drama school scholarship to 

join US Air Force. But, things proved quite different 

from what he had imagined. He realized he was never in 

love with the profession but was just in love with the 

idea of it.  After leaving the Air Force in 1959, he moved 

to Hollywood to try his fortunes and see if he could 

make it as an actor. But life was just not so easy. 

Freeman's struggle to find work started from that day, he 

even took acting classes to make his mark as an actor, in 

his pursuit to chase his dreams he moved to New York 

where more petty jobs and night time auditions followed. 

Freeman's first dramatic 

arts exposure was on the 

stage and he appeared in 

an off-Broadway 

production of 'The 

Nigger Lovers'. His first 

major career break 

came along with   an all-

African American 

production of the 

exuberant musical 

'Hello, Dolly'! (1969). 

Freeman first appeared 

on TV screens as several 

characters including 

'Easy Reader', 'Mel 

Mounds' and 'Count 

Dracula' on the 

Children's Television 

Workshop (now Sesame 

“I'm not intimidated 

by lead roles. 

I'm better in them. 

I don't feel pressure 

- I feel released at 

times like that. 

That's what I'm 

born to do.”

Kiss the Girls

Other Top honours received by Freeman in his long 

career include:

— Ranked #31 in Empire (UK) magazine's "The Top 

100 Movie Stars of All Time" list. [October 1997]

— Village Voice Obie for "Coriolanus" (1979) (V), 

"Mother Courage" (1980), "Great Performances: The 

Gospel at Colonus(1985). (1986) and Driving Miss 

Daisy (1989). (1990).

— Received "Hollywood Outstanding Achievement in 

Acting" Award in 2000.

— Was nominated for Broadway's 1978 Tony Award as 

Best Actor (Feature Role - Play) for 'The Mighty 

Gents.'

— The only African-American actor/actress to appear in 

three Best Picture Oscar Winners: Driving Miss 

Daisy (1989), Unforgiven (1992) and Million Dollar 

Baby (2004).

— His performance as "Fast Black" in Street Smart 

(1987) is ranked #77 on Premiere Magazine's 100 

Greatest Performances of All Time (2006).

— Three films of his are on the American Film 

Institute's 100 Most Inspiring Movies of All Time. 

They are: Driving Miss Daisy (1989) at #77, Glory 

(1989) at #31 and The Shawshank Redemption 

(1994) at #23.

— Narrated 2 Academy Award-winning feature-length 

documentaries: The Long Way Home (1997) and 

March of the Penguins (2005).

— Was honored with the American Film Institute's 39th 

Lifetime Achievement Award on June 9, 2011.

(1997). Further praise followed for his role in the slave 

tale of 'Amistad' (1997) and 'Deep Impact' (1998). He 

appeared in the loopy Neil LaBute black comedy 'Nurse 

Betty' (2000), and reprised his role as Alex Cros' in 

'Along Came a Spider' (2001). Now highly popular, he 

was much in demand with cinema audiences, he co-

starred in the terrorist drama 'The Sum of All Fears' 

(2002), was a military officer in the Stephen King-

inspired 'Dreamcatcher' (2003), gave divine guidance as 

"God" to Jim Carrey in the very funny 'Bruce Almighty' 

(2003), and played a minor role in the uneven comedy 

'The Big Bounce' (2004).

However, 2005 was finally to be Morgan Freeman's year, 

when again he teamed up with good friend Clint 

Eastwood to appear in the heart-wrenching drama, 

'Million Dollar Baby' (2004). Freeman's on-screen 

performance is simply world-class as ex-prize fighter 

Eddie "Scrap Iron" Dupris, who works in a run-down 

boxing gym alongside grizzled trainer "Frankie Dunn", as 

the two work together to hone the skills of never-say-die 

female boxer Hilary Swank. Freeman received his fourth 

Oscar nomination and, finally, impressed the Academy's 

judges enough to win the Best Supporting Actor Oscar 

for his performance. Morgan Freeman, now 74, has a 

long and venerable career with some of the finest 

performances the US cinema has seen. For such an 

outstanding contribution to the world of entertainment, 

he has now been honoured with the 2012 Cecil B. 

DeMille award, a prestigious distinction an actor can get, 

at the Golden Globes award ceremony in January 2012. 

This award was presented to Freeman by Sidney Poitier 

with Helen Mirren. 

2012 Golden Globe Awards

‘Driving Miss Daisy’
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Lately, he had been interviewed on his soaring popularity 

Freeman humbly brushed off the claims of him being a 

great actor instead he terms it as being “Lucky". He is 

not in the least bothered or bitter about his late 

blooming, "Success comes when it comes," he has said. 

"I had a career for 30 years; a 30-year career is not bad. 

I often think I'm probably lucky that I wasn't a wild 

success early on, coming up through the 1970s. I could 

have very easily burned out."

In addition to his film work, his commanding yet 

mellifluous voice has also led Freeman to be cast to 

narrate or host dozens of first-rate television specials 

covering topics from the American Civil War, the 

American Film Institute, Bues music, the White House 

and many commemorative events involving the US film 

industry, most recently as the narrator of the American 

version of March of the Penguins (2005).

Morgan Freeman is a delightful man, a man filled with 

humility and thoughtfulness. He perceives himself as a 

learner trying to understand the aspects of life. As, All 

Light pays a tribute to this man of great calibre, a 'Prince 

in his Profession' as hailed by Sidney Poitier, we kind off 

remember one of his own quotes "Once you've gotten the 

job, there's nothing to it. If you're an actor, you're an 

actor. Doing it is not the hard part. The hard part is 

getting to do it."

“I had a career for 30 

years; a 30-year career 

is not bad. I often think 

I'm probably lucky that 

I wasn't a wild success 

early on, coming up 

through the 1970s. I 

could have very easily 

burned out."

‘The Shawshank Redemption’

‘Bruce Almighty’

Unforgiven 2
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inema is truth, ‘24 frames per second’, Godard 

told this somewhere in the middle of 20th Ccentury when the concept of digital cinema was 

not even heard of. But in this era of digital cinema, a lot 

of thoughts have to be put into this famous quote by the 

GOD of filmmaking, as he is known as! 

There is a lot of commotion around the term 'Digital 

Cinema' these days. The debate about digital cinema is 

all around. What it is and what it is not, how it has 

changed the economics of the filmmaking and how it 

has brought about changes in the way we see cinema. 

The intrusion of digital technology in cinema has 

brought monstrous changes in the way we make and 

perceive cinema. 

What digital cinema is all about? As most of the people  

think, digital cinema is not those films shot using digital 

camera alone. A cinema can be called digital if all the 

aspects of cinema undergo a digital phase, i.e, 

production, post production, distribution and 

projection. The basic idea is to use bits and bytes 

(strings of 1s and 0s) to record, transmit and replay 

images, rather than using chemicals on film.

Post production process in filmmaking was the first to 

undergo a digital revolution. With the non-linear editing 

software making way into the film making process, it 

not only made the 

process fast and 

easy but also more 

stylish and 

innovative. It gave 

the filmmakers 

more freedom to 

experiment and 

Story of a
Revolution
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innovate the way they tell the story. 

Until recently, the digital cameras were not able to 

match the quality of the image captured on celluloid. 

The difference was huge. But with the recent 

advancement in the camera technology, RED and 

ArriAlexa along with the new fad DSLRs making way 

into the process, the difference between the so-called 

35mm and digital has been minimized. Good news for 

the filmmakers as they have more and more handy and 

easily accessible tools at their discretion. 

Digital cinema is complete only when they are 

distributed and projected digitally. The film can be 

distributed using a DVD or a hard disk or a more 

acceptable method, through satellite, which is easier 

and which comes with a lot of advantages when 

compared to other methods of distribution. With the 

Qube and UFO projectors replacing the conventional 

film projectors, the cinema is completely becoming 

digital in every aspect.

The invasion of the digital technology has brought about 

revolutionary changes in cinema. The impact is beyond 

imagination. It has brought about radical changes in the 

economics of production and distribution of films. The 

production costs have come down considerably. Earlier, 

when shooting with the celluloid, the cost of the raw 

stock alone would have gone to millions of dollars. But 

digital makes it more affordable. The "Star Wars" crew 

can definitely back this up. In an interview with 

Cinematographer, Rick McCallum, one of the producers 

of "Attack of the Clones," the first big budget live action 

movie shot entirely on digital video, said they spent 
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$16,000 on 220 hours of digital tape, and they would 

have spent about $1.8 million on 220 hours of film.

For the business aspect of the movie industry, the 

distribution is the major headache. As per the 

conventional process, the prints had to be made 

physically and shipped  across to the theatres. This 

involved money and lot of 

physical labor and there was a 

limit to the total number 

prints that can be sent across 

and released in theatres. But 

with the digital technology, this 

becomes a lot more easier as 

the physical prints can be 

taken out of the equation and 

the film can be distributed 

digitally in a disk or through 

the satellite.

The only problem in making 

the digital distribution more 

popular is the projection part. 

The theatres should be 

equipped with the digital 

projectors to have the edge of 

the digital cinema. Though the 

quality of the digital projection 

cannot be compared to the 

conventional film projectors, 

the convenience and the 

economics make it more 

acceptable. More and more 

theatres are converting to the 

digital projectors and cinema 

is in a complete new track 

now.

REDEFINING THE IDENTITY OF CINEMA

The digital technology has changed the way how we 

perceive cinema. Cinema was more in the hemisphere of 

reality till the digital fad hit it. Even though the reality 

was an 'altered reality', it was still an indispensable part 

of cinema and had more life. 

But digital technology has made cinema more unreal. 

The filmmakers across the globe competed to create 

more magical and mystical setting in their films. The 

aim of the cinema in its pure form was not to create 

anything that never existed, but to create those realities 

artistically. But with the possibilities widening up with 

the digital technology, more and more films are being 

produced which create those things that cannot exist in 

this real world. Films like "Avatar" are the result of this 

transition.  Cinema is becoming  more plastic and 

magical and is moving away from life. 

If live action footage was left intact in traditional film 

making, now it functions as raw material for further 

compositing, animating and morphing. As a result, 

while retaining the visual realism unique to the 

photographic process, film obtains the plasticity, which 

was previously only possible in painting and animation. 

To use the suggestive title of 

popular morphing software, 

digital filmmakers work with 

'elastic reality'. For example, 

the opening shot of "Forest 

Gump" tracks an unusually 

long and extremely intricate 

flight of a feather. To create 

this shot, the real feather 

was filmed against a blue 

background in different 

positions; this material was 

then animated and 

composited against shots of 

a landscape. The result: a 

new kind of realism, which 

can be described as 

something which looks 

exactly as if it could have 

happened, although in reality 

could not.

The changes that digital 

technology can bring about 

are immense. What we see 

now may be only a tip of an 

iceberg. There might be still 

more to come. We can only 

wait to witness as they are 

beyond our capabilities of 

prediction. But one thing is for sure; cinema will never 

be a 'truth, 24 frames per second'!

But digital technology has made 

cinema more unreal. The 

filmmakers across the globe 

competed to create more magical 

and mystical setting in their 

films. The aim of the cinema in 

its pure form was not to create 

anything that never existed, but 

to create those realities 

artistically. But with the 

possibilities widening up with the 

digital technology, more and more 

films are being produced which 

create those things that cannot 

exist in this real world. Films like 

"Avatar" are the result of this 

transition.  Cinema is becoming  

more plastic and magical and is 

moving away from life. 

A scene from ‘Forrest Gump’
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A scene from ‘Forrest Gump’
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July

August

September

October

November

December

Puchon International Fantastic Film Festival Korea www.pifan.com 19-Jul-12 29-Jul-12

Indianapolis International Film Festival USA www.indyfilmfest.org 19-Jul-12 29-Jul-12

Giffoni International Film Festival Italy www.giffoniff.it 14-Jul-12 24-Jul-12

Jerusalem International Film Festival Israel www.jff.org.il 05-Jul-12 14-Jul-12

Fantasia Festival Canada www.fantasiafest.com 19-Jul-12 07-Aug-12

Durban International Film Festival South Africa www.cca.ukzn.ac.za/Durban_International_Film_Festival.htm 19-Jul-12 29-Jul-12

Sarajevo Film Festival Bosnia and Herzegovina www.sff.ba 06-Jul-12 14-Jul-12

Expresión en Corto International Film Festival Mexico www.expresionencorto.com 20-Jul-12 29-Jul-12

New Zealand International Film Festivals New Zealand www.nzff.co.nz 27-Jul-12 12-Aug-12

Melbourne International Film Festival Australia www.melbournefilmfestival.com.au 02-Aug-12 19-Aug-12

Action On Film International Film Festival U S A www.aoffest.com 17-Aug-12 25-Aug-12

Vancouver Queer Film Festival Canada www.outonscreen.com 16-Aug-12 26-Aug-12

Montreal World Film Festival Canada www.ffm-montreal.org 23-Aug-12 03-Sep-12

Locarno International Film Festival Switzerland www.pardo.ch 01-Aug-12 11-Aug-12

Rhode Island International Film Festival USA www.film-festival.org/index07A.htm 07-Aug-12 12-Aug-12

Austrailian Movie Convention Australia http://www.movieconvention.com.au/ 19-Aug-12 23-Aug-12

Norwegian International Film Festival Norway www.filmfestivalen.no 17-Aug-12 23-Aug-12

Venice Film Festival Italia www.labiennale.org/en/cinema 29-Aug-12 08-Sep-12

Telluride Film Festival USA www.telluridefilmfestival.org 31-Aug-12 03-Sep-12

Toronto International Film Festival Canada http://tiff.net/thefestival 6-Sep-12 16-Sep-12

San Sebastián Film Festival Spain www.sansebastianfestival.com 21-Sep-12 29-Sep-12

New York Film Festival USA www.filmlinc.com/nyff/nyff.html 21-Sep-12 7-Oct-12

Vancouver International Film Festival Canada www.viff.org 27-Sep-12 12-Oct-12

Encounters International Short Film Festival UK www.encounters-festival.org.uk 18-Sep-12 23-Sep-12

Raindance Film Festival United Kingdom www.raindance.co.uk 26-Sep-12 07-Oct-12

Edmonton International Film Festival Canada www.edmontonfilmfest.com 28-Sep-12 06-Oct-12

Chicago International Film Festival USA www.chicagofilmfestival.com 11-Oct-12 25-Oct-12

Hamptons International Film Festival USA www.hamptonsfilmfest.org 13-Oct-12 17-Oct-12

Mill Valley Film Festival Argentina www.cafilm.org 07-Oct-12 17/10/2012

Abu Dhabi Film Festival UAE www.meiff.com 11-Oct-12 20-Oct-12

Syracuse International Film Festival USA www.syrfilm.com 11-Oct-12 14-Oct-12

Hollywood Film Festival USA http://www.hollywoodawards.com/ 18-Oct-12 22-Oct-12

Viennale - Vienna International Film Festival Austria www.viennale.at 25-Oct-12 07-Nov-12

Tallgrass Film Festival USA www.tallgrassfilmfest.com 18-Oct-12 21-Oct-12

Tokyo International Film Festival Japan www.tiff-jp.net 20-Oct-12 28-Oct-12

Adelaide Film Festival Australia www.adelaidefilmfestival.org 10-Oct-13 20-Oct-13

Mar del Plata International Film Festival Argentina www.mardelplatafilmfest.com 05-Nov-12 13-Nov-12

Stockholm International Film Festival Sweden www.stockholmfilmfestival.se 07-Nov-12 18-Nov-12

International Film Festival of India India www.iffi.nic.in 23-Nov-12 03-Dec-12

Cairo International Film Festival Egypt www.cairofilmfest.com 28-Nov-12 06-Dec-12

Hollywood Reel Indipendent Film Festival USA www.hollywoodreelindependentfilmfestival.com 05-Dec-12 19-Dec-12

Bahamas International Film Festival Bahamas www.bintlfilmfest.com 06-Dec-12 09-Dec-12
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January

February

March

April

May

June

Palm Springs International Film Festival USA www.psfilmfest.org 05-Jan-12 16-Jan-12

Festivus film festival USA www.festivusfilmfestival.com 12-Jan-12 15-Jan-12

Sundance Film Festival USA www.sundance.org 19-Jan-12 29-Jan-12

Santa Barbara International Film Festival USA www.sbfilmfestival.org 26-Jan-12 05-Feb-12

World Film Festival of Bangkok Thailand www.worldfilmbkk.com 20-Jan-12 27-Jan-12

International Film Festival Rotterdam Netherlands www.filmfestivalrotterdam.com 25-Jan-12 05-Feb-12

Kuala lampur International Film Festival Malaysia www.klfilmfest.com 30-Jan-12 01-Feb-12

Fajr International Film Festival Iran www.fajrfestival.ir 01-Feb-12 11-Feb-12

Atlanta Jewish Film Festival USA www.ajff.org 08-Feb-12 29-Feb-12

Berlin International Film Festival Germany www.berlinale.de 09-Feb-12 19-Feb-12

Jameson Dublin International Film Festival Ireland www.jdiff.com 16-Feb-12 26-Feb-12

Cartagena International Film Festival Colombia www.festicinecartagena.org 23-Feb-12 29-Feb-12

Fantasporto - Oporto International Film Festival Portugal www.fantasporto.com 24-Feb-12 03-Mar-12

Byron Bay International Film Festival Australia www.bbff.com.au 02-Mar-12 11-Mar-12

San Francisco International Asian American Film Festival USA http://festival.asianamericanmedia.org/ 08-Mar-12 18-Mar-12

Hong Kong International Film Festival Hong Kong www.hkiff.org.hk 21-Mar-12 05-Apr-12

Cleveland International Film Festival USA www.clevelandfilm.org 22-Mar-12 01-Apr-12

Istanbul International Film Festival Turkey www.iksv.org/film/english/film.asp?cid=513 31-Mar-12 15-Apr-12

Guadalajara International Film Festival Mexico www.guadalajaracinemafest.com 02-Mar-12 10-Mar-12

Brussels International Festival of Fantasy Film Belgium www.bifff.org 05-Apr-12 17-Apr-12

Singapore International Film Festival Singapore www.filmfest.org.sg 15-Apr-10 24-Apr-10

Copenhagen International Film Festival Denmark www.copenhagenfilmfestival.com 12-Apr-12 29-Apr-12

Newport Beach Film Festival USA www.newportbeachfilmfest.com 26-Apr-12 03-May-12

Sonoma International Film Festival USA www.sonomafilmfest.org 11-Apr-12 15-Apr-12

Buenos Aires International Festival of Independent Films Argentina www.bafici.gov.ar 11-Apr-12 22-Apr-12

Florida Film Festival USA www.floridafilmfestival.com/ 13-Apr-12 22-Apr-12

RiverRun International Film Festival USA www.riverrunfilm.com 13-Apr-12 22-Apr-12

WorldFest - Houston International Film and Video Festival USA www.worldfest.org 13-Apr-12 22-Apr-12

Nashville Film Festival USA www.nashvillefilmfestival.org 19-Apr-12 26-Apr-12

Ivy Film Festival USA www.ivyfilmfestival.com 08-Apr-12 15-Apr-12

Tribeca Film Festival USA www.tribecafilmfestival.org 18-Apr-12 29-Apr-12

Rome International Film Festival Italy http://www.riff.it/en 12-Apr-12 20-Apr-12

Charleston International Film Festival USA www.charlestoniff.com 11-Apr-12 15-Apr-12

San Francisco International Film Festival USA http://fest10.sffs.org/ 19-Apr-12 03-May-12

Santa Cruz Film Festival USA www.santacruzfilmfestival.org 10-May-12 19-May-12

Cannes International Film Festival France www.festival-cannes.com 16-May-12 27-May-12

Seattle International Film Festival USA www.seattlefilm.org 17-May-12 10-Jun-12

The Los Angeles Asian Pacific Film Festival USA http://asianfilmfestla.org/2012 10-May-12 20-May-12

Amsterdam Film Festival USA www.amsterdamfilmfestival.com 31-May-12

Sydney Film Festival Australia sff.org.au 02-Jun-12 17-Jun-12

Shanghai International Film Festival China www.siff.com 16-Jun-12 24-Jun-12

Transilvania International Film Festival Romania www.tiff.ro 01-Jun-12 10-Jun-12

Edinburgh International Film Festival UK www.edfilmfest.org.uk 20-Jun-12 01-Jul-12

Karlovy Vary International Film Festival Czech Republic www.kviff.com 29-Jun-12 07-Jul-12
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FilmosphereFilmosphere



July

August

September

October

November

December

Puchon International Fantastic Film Festival Korea www.pifan.com 19-Jul-12 29-Jul-12

Indianapolis International Film Festival USA www.indyfilmfest.org 19-Jul-12 29-Jul-12

Giffoni International Film Festival Italy www.giffoniff.it 14-Jul-12 24-Jul-12

Jerusalem International Film Festival Israel www.jff.org.il 05-Jul-12 14-Jul-12

Fantasia Festival Canada www.fantasiafest.com 19-Jul-12 07-Aug-12

Durban International Film Festival South Africa www.cca.ukzn.ac.za/Durban_International_Film_Festival.htm 19-Jul-12 29-Jul-12

Sarajevo Film Festival Bosnia and Herzegovina www.sff.ba 06-Jul-12 14-Jul-12

Expresión en Corto International Film Festival Mexico www.expresionencorto.com 20-Jul-12 29-Jul-12

New Zealand International Film Festivals New Zealand www.nzff.co.nz 27-Jul-12 12-Aug-12

Melbourne International Film Festival Australia www.melbournefilmfestival.com.au 02-Aug-12 19-Aug-12

Action On Film International Film Festival U S A www.aoffest.com 17-Aug-12 25-Aug-12

Vancouver Queer Film Festival Canada www.outonscreen.com 16-Aug-12 26-Aug-12

Montreal World Film Festival Canada www.ffm-montreal.org 23-Aug-12 03-Sep-12

Locarno International Film Festival Switzerland www.pardo.ch 01-Aug-12 11-Aug-12

Rhode Island International Film Festival USA www.film-festival.org/index07A.htm 07-Aug-12 12-Aug-12

Austrailian Movie Convention Australia http://www.movieconvention.com.au/ 19-Aug-12 23-Aug-12

Norwegian International Film Festival Norway www.filmfestivalen.no 17-Aug-12 23-Aug-12

Venice Film Festival Italia www.labiennale.org/en/cinema 29-Aug-12 08-Sep-12

Telluride Film Festival USA www.telluridefilmfestival.org 31-Aug-12 03-Sep-12

Toronto International Film Festival Canada http://tiff.net/thefestival 6-Sep-12 16-Sep-12

San Sebastián Film Festival Spain www.sansebastianfestival.com 21-Sep-12 29-Sep-12

New York Film Festival USA www.filmlinc.com/nyff/nyff.html 21-Sep-12 7-Oct-12

Vancouver International Film Festival Canada www.viff.org 27-Sep-12 12-Oct-12

Encounters International Short Film Festival UK www.encounters-festival.org.uk 18-Sep-12 23-Sep-12

Raindance Film Festival United Kingdom www.raindance.co.uk 26-Sep-12 07-Oct-12

Edmonton International Film Festival Canada www.edmontonfilmfest.com 28-Sep-12 06-Oct-12

Chicago International Film Festival USA www.chicagofilmfestival.com 11-Oct-12 25-Oct-12

Hamptons International Film Festival USA www.hamptonsfilmfest.org 13-Oct-12 17-Oct-12

Mill Valley Film Festival Argentina www.cafilm.org 07-Oct-12 17/10/2012

Abu Dhabi Film Festival UAE www.meiff.com 11-Oct-12 20-Oct-12

Syracuse International Film Festival USA www.syrfilm.com 11-Oct-12 14-Oct-12

Hollywood Film Festival USA http://www.hollywoodawards.com/ 18-Oct-12 22-Oct-12

Viennale - Vienna International Film Festival Austria www.viennale.at 25-Oct-12 07-Nov-12

Tallgrass Film Festival USA www.tallgrassfilmfest.com 18-Oct-12 21-Oct-12

Tokyo International Film Festival Japan www.tiff-jp.net 20-Oct-12 28-Oct-12

Adelaide Film Festival Australia www.adelaidefilmfestival.org 10-Oct-13 20-Oct-13

Mar del Plata International Film Festival Argentina www.mardelplatafilmfest.com 05-Nov-12 13-Nov-12

Stockholm International Film Festival Sweden www.stockholmfilmfestival.se 07-Nov-12 18-Nov-12

International Film Festival of India India www.iffi.nic.in 23-Nov-12 03-Dec-12

Cairo International Film Festival Egypt www.cairofilmfest.com 28-Nov-12 06-Dec-12

Hollywood Reel Indipendent Film Festival USA www.hollywoodreelindependentfilmfestival.com 05-Dec-12 19-Dec-12

Bahamas International Film Festival Bahamas www.bintlfilmfest.com 06-Dec-12 09-Dec-12

FILM FESTIVAL COUNTRY WEBSITE FROM TO

ALL LIGHTS, FEBRUARY 2012 25

World Film Festivals 2012
FILM FESTIVAL COUNTRY WEBSITE FROM TO

ALL LIGHTS, FEBRUARY 201224

January

February

March

April

May

June

Palm Springs International Film Festival USA www.psfilmfest.org 05-Jan-12 16-Jan-12

Festivus film festival USA www.festivusfilmfestival.com 12-Jan-12 15-Jan-12

Sundance Film Festival USA www.sundance.org 19-Jan-12 29-Jan-12

Santa Barbara International Film Festival USA www.sbfilmfestival.org 26-Jan-12 05-Feb-12

World Film Festival of Bangkok Thailand www.worldfilmbkk.com 20-Jan-12 27-Jan-12

International Film Festival Rotterdam Netherlands www.filmfestivalrotterdam.com 25-Jan-12 05-Feb-12

Kuala lampur International Film Festival Malaysia www.klfilmfest.com 30-Jan-12 01-Feb-12

Fajr International Film Festival Iran www.fajrfestival.ir 01-Feb-12 11-Feb-12

Atlanta Jewish Film Festival USA www.ajff.org 08-Feb-12 29-Feb-12

Berlin International Film Festival Germany www.berlinale.de 09-Feb-12 19-Feb-12

Jameson Dublin International Film Festival Ireland www.jdiff.com 16-Feb-12 26-Feb-12

Cartagena International Film Festival Colombia www.festicinecartagena.org 23-Feb-12 29-Feb-12

Fantasporto - Oporto International Film Festival Portugal www.fantasporto.com 24-Feb-12 03-Mar-12

Byron Bay International Film Festival Australia www.bbff.com.au 02-Mar-12 11-Mar-12

San Francisco International Asian American Film Festival USA http://festival.asianamericanmedia.org/ 08-Mar-12 18-Mar-12

Hong Kong International Film Festival Hong Kong www.hkiff.org.hk 21-Mar-12 05-Apr-12

Cleveland International Film Festival USA www.clevelandfilm.org 22-Mar-12 01-Apr-12

Istanbul International Film Festival Turkey www.iksv.org/film/english/film.asp?cid=513 31-Mar-12 15-Apr-12

Guadalajara International Film Festival Mexico www.guadalajaracinemafest.com 02-Mar-12 10-Mar-12

Brussels International Festival of Fantasy Film Belgium www.bifff.org 05-Apr-12 17-Apr-12

Singapore International Film Festival Singapore www.filmfest.org.sg 15-Apr-10 24-Apr-10

Copenhagen International Film Festival Denmark www.copenhagenfilmfestival.com 12-Apr-12 29-Apr-12

Newport Beach Film Festival USA www.newportbeachfilmfest.com 26-Apr-12 03-May-12

Sonoma International Film Festival USA www.sonomafilmfest.org 11-Apr-12 15-Apr-12

Buenos Aires International Festival of Independent Films Argentina www.bafici.gov.ar 11-Apr-12 22-Apr-12

Florida Film Festival USA www.floridafilmfestival.com/ 13-Apr-12 22-Apr-12

RiverRun International Film Festival USA www.riverrunfilm.com 13-Apr-12 22-Apr-12

WorldFest - Houston International Film and Video Festival USA www.worldfest.org 13-Apr-12 22-Apr-12

Nashville Film Festival USA www.nashvillefilmfestival.org 19-Apr-12 26-Apr-12

Ivy Film Festival USA www.ivyfilmfestival.com 08-Apr-12 15-Apr-12

Tribeca Film Festival USA www.tribecafilmfestival.org 18-Apr-12 29-Apr-12

Rome International Film Festival Italy http://www.riff.it/en 12-Apr-12 20-Apr-12

Charleston International Film Festival USA www.charlestoniff.com 11-Apr-12 15-Apr-12

San Francisco International Film Festival USA http://fest10.sffs.org/ 19-Apr-12 03-May-12

Santa Cruz Film Festival USA www.santacruzfilmfestival.org 10-May-12 19-May-12

Cannes International Film Festival France www.festival-cannes.com 16-May-12 27-May-12

Seattle International Film Festival USA www.seattlefilm.org 17-May-12 10-Jun-12

The Los Angeles Asian Pacific Film Festival USA http://asianfilmfestla.org/2012 10-May-12 20-May-12

Amsterdam Film Festival USA www.amsterdamfilmfestival.com 31-May-12

Sydney Film Festival Australia sff.org.au 02-Jun-12 17-Jun-12

Shanghai International Film Festival China www.siff.com 16-Jun-12 24-Jun-12

Transilvania International Film Festival Romania www.tiff.ro 01-Jun-12 10-Jun-12

Edinburgh International Film Festival UK www.edfilmfest.org.uk 20-Jun-12 01-Jul-12

Karlovy Vary International Film Festival Czech Republic www.kviff.com 29-Jun-12 07-Jul-12

World Film Festivals 2012

FilmosphereFilmosphere



ALL LIGHTS, FEBRUARY 2012 27

Toy story 
no more a child's play
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 straight forward tale of a bunch of toys, owned 

by six-year-old Andy, started it all. Woody, the 

cowboy, and his friends enchanted millions of A
viewers across the world and the consequence - the 

emergence of a novel film culture that revolutionized the 

standards of motion picture. We are talking about 

unadulterated (seeing the absence of human footage) 3D 

animation cinema, the emergence of which began in the 

year 1995 with the runaway success of Toy Story, the first 

3D computer graphics imagery (CGI) feature film in the 

world. Walt Disney Productions and Pixar Animation 

Studios led the way, charting territories hitherto 

unknown to create a film entirely using computer 

animation. Toy Story that was appreciated by audience, 

irrespective of age, gender or ethnicity, altered the notion 

that animation films, dotingly called cartoons, are a 

child's plaything. Today, a quick look at the contemporary 

settings of cinema tells you that 3D animation films are 

definitely in vogue. Most of the world's leading 

production houses are investing enormous 

amounts of money on films that use highly 

sophisticated 3D CGI technology to craft some 

incredible cinema that are not only lucrative but 

great art too.     

Literally, Animation "is the act, process, or result of 

imparting life, interest, spirit, motion, or activity". 

Animation film generally refers to feature films that 

have been animated using computers to appear three 

dimensional on a screen. They employ digital drawing 

techniques to create first-rate, realistic entities that are 

brought to life (read movement) using three-dimensional 

illustration. The story of animation dates back to early 

19th century when animation, in its infancy, gave an 

illusion of movement by rapidly screening (24 frames per 

second) a series of drawings that were photographed in 

succession. Winsor McCay of the United States and Emlie 

Cohl of France are known as the pioneers of animation. 

Phantasmagorie (1908) and En Route (1910) produced 

by Cohl are important landmarks in animation history. 

While Phantasmagorie is the first animation depicting 

white figures on a black background, En Route is 

acknowledged to be the first to make use of paper cut-out 

animation. 

McCay is generally acclaimed to be the father of 

animation. This man was a genius who independently 

carried out each and every stage in the creation of 

animation. He was probably be the only animator who 

could claim to be the sole creator of his entire creations, 

Get to Know itGet to Know it
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unlike most erstwhile and present-day animators who 

worked and work as part of a team. For nearly a decade, 

McCay ruled the realm of animation with his creations 

like Little Nemo (1911) and Gertie, The Trained 

Dinosaur (1914), which consisted of 10,000 drawings, a 

rarity then. Some even consider McCay's Sinking of the 

Lusitania (1918) to be the first animated feature film. 

Though McCay was not in favour of commercialisation or 

the studio system of animation, which he believed would 

be eventually cataclysmic, animation studios took form 

and flourished during his days.

 "Raoul Barre" that opened in 1913 is said to be the first 

animation studio. In a few years, more and more studios 

came up in and around New York, of which John Bray 

Studio was the most notable. The first successful cartoon 

series Col. Heeza Liar was produced by Bray in 1914. 

But the significant Bray contribution to animation was 

the introduction of celluloid in the year 1914. This 

technique was invented by Bray employee Earl Hurd, 

though it was the studio owner John Bray who received 

the credit. Using cells, an animator merely had to draw 

the characters onto transparent pieces of celluloid and 

then insert them into a single background and/or 

foreground. This alleviated the burden of the animators 

and also created an illusion of depth, if foreground 

elements were included in the frame. Felix, the Cat, an 

American cartoon, created in 1919 by Otto Mesmer of Pat 

Sullivan Studio is another milestone in te art of 

animation. The character animation of Felix is still 

acclaimed worldwide for its refined nature and artistic 

appeal. 

When talking about cartoons, the creative contributions 

of the most influential studio ever in the history of 

animation cannot be overlooked. Walt and Roy Disney 

founded the Disney Brothers Cartoon Studio in 1923. 

Walt Disney was instrumental in moving the animation 

business to Hollywood, a smart step that eventually led to 

the development of animation as an industry. In 1928, 

Disney created the first cartoon with synchronized sound 

Steam Boat Willy and with it was born the legendary 

Mickey Mouse. Walt Disney with his inspirational persona 

and futuristic outlook led to some remarkable 

innovations in sound and colour in cinema. He was the 

mastermind behind the first feature-length animation 

film Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs (1937) and the 

technically brilliant Pinocchio (1940). The studio also 

spearheaded realistic movement in cartoons that was led 

by gifted animator Freddie Moore through the Mickey 

Mouse film The Band Concert (1935).

Looney Tunes and Merrie Melodies produced by Warner 

Bros. still create a sense of nostalgia among the older 

generations of today. It was the days of splendour for 

animation and the studio then had some of the greatest 

animators yet like Friz Freleng, Tex Avery and Chuck 

Jones, to its credit. It was directors Tex Avery and Bob 

Clampett who initiated slapstick comedy in animation. 

Their cartoons Porky's Duck Hunt (1937) and Porky in 

Wackyland (1938) had extremely exaggerated movements 
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materialized in the Warner Bros. house.

With the advent of television, the art of animation had a 

setback, and cartoons downgraded into yet another 

market product. The inclination towards producing 

cartoons exclusively for television began in the 50s. This 

tendency damaged the reputation of animation as most of 

the TV cartoons had poor script and almost little 

animation. Among the cartoons produced during that 

time, Tom & Jerry, with its sensible narrative and 

graceful animation, is the only work worthy of a mention. 

Bill Hanna and Joe Barbara conquered the TV market 

with Tom & Jerry throughout 1970s and they produced 

nothing else for the next 20 years. A sort of stimulation 

occurred in the TV cartoons with shows like Disney's 

Duck Tales (1986) and Warner Bros.' Tiny Toon 

Adventures (1989). Batman, The Animated Series that 

first came out in 1992 through Warner Bros. was 

experimental in style and structure. 

Computer animation technology in cinema surfaced in 

the 60s. Ken Knowlton of Bell Laboratories had 

developed a computer technology for producing 

animated movies in 1964. But by then, most of 

the film animation studios had been wiped out 

due to the dominance of television and home 

videos. People were no longer thronging the 

theatres and even commercial cinema was 

fighting a hard battle for survival. Though 

computer animation was still primitive, films 

using computer graphics to create stunning 

visual effects became the rage in the 80s after the Star 

Wars series. Steven Spielberg's Jurassic Park (1993) cast 

a spell on the audience with its convincing photorealistic 

graphics and from then on, it was tacit that computer 

graphics was the future of cinema. Yet, it was not until 

1995, that Toy Story exploded into the scene and 

resurrected animation cinema. The movie collected $362 

million at the box office. 

The movement that began with Toy Story, forged ahead 

with A Bug's Life in 1998. This film was also created and 

produced by Pixar and Walt Disney. Toy Story 2 (1999) 

and Shrek (2001) outshined the success of their 

precursors. The tales of triumph continued with films 

like Finding Nemo (2003), Ice Age & Ice Age: The 

Meltdown (2002, 2006), The Incredibles (2004), Shrek 2 

(2004), Cars (2006), Ratatouille (2007) and Kung Fu 

Panda (2008).  The last two years, 2010 and 2011, saw 

the release of the most number of computer animated 

films than ever. More often than not overkill gives rise to 

a decline in quality but the animation industry as 

opposed to compromises produced movies that were 

outstanding in technological as well as narrative aspects. 

And the audience, acknowledging the artistic excellence 

of these movies, accepted them wholeheartedly, turning 

them into chartbusters that made their way into the list 

of top ten movies of 2010 & 11. 

Among these movies, most of them crossed the billion 

dollar gross revenue mark and Toy Story 3 became the 

highest grossing film of the year, certainly, a fair earn. It 

would not be a hyperbole to say that healthy entertainers 

did accelerate the 'return to theatre' movement, as to 

watch them on anything but the big screen would be 

flagrant injustice to the creativeness and arduous labour 

that must have been used up in their making. In the year 

2012, world's largest cinema animation studios have 

plenty in the offing; Ice Age: Continental Drift, 

Madagascar 3: Europe's Most Wanted, Rise of the 

Guardians and Brave are just a few names that are all set 

to come under the scanner of a film buff. These films 

shoulder the responsibility of surpassing the excellence 

of the former ones. The rapid growth in cinematic 

technology and the abundance of creative talents in the 

field show all the good signs that computer animated 

cinema will continue to honour its commitment to 

fortune this year too. Let's keep our finger crossed!        

Film Release year Studio

Cars 2 2011 Pixar Animation Studios
Walt Disney Pictures

Despicable Me 2010 Illumination Entertainment
Universal Pictures

How to Train Your Dragon 2010 DreamWorks Animation
Paramount Pictures

Kung Fu Panda 2 2011 DreamWorks Animation
Paramount Pictures

Puss in Boots 2011 DreamWorks Animation

Rango 2011 Industrial Light & Magic
Paramount Pictures

Rio 2011 Blue Sky Studios
20th Century Fox

Shrek: Forever After 2010 DreamWorks Animation
Paramount Pictures

Tangled 2010 Walt Disney Animation Studios
Walt Disney Pictures

Toy Story 3 2010 Pixar Animation Studios
Walt Disney Pictures

The below given table that details the blockbuster animation
movies of the last two years, will help get the message to you.
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