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inema has survived many challenges in the 

past to remain as the greatest unifier of people 

in the world.The global film industry is 

gearing up for massive changes in its efforts to tied 

over the crisis looming large over its future. 

Application of innovative technology, reduction of 

production cost , pooling of locations and skilled labor 

are areas of new business models envisaged. In this 

scenario, the versatile filmmaker and visionary from 

India , Sohan Roy, in his ' Project Indywood' has 

formulated a rejuvenation package for Indian film 

industry. Considering the bitter- sweet situation of the 

film industry today, we didn't have to think twice to 

chose the cover story on 'Project Indywood' and 

'Indywood Film Carnival' for this edition.'Project 

Indywood' is expected to draw global attention in AFM 

2016. 

The scenery sands and the ' Santa Monica Sunshine ' 

made famous by 'The Sweet'  lure up thousands of 

visitors to the Santa Monica beach every year. The 

ravishing sea side city of Santa Monica, home to a 

plenitude of Hollywood celebrities, is the meeting 

place of the global film market in November's autumn, 

every year. This is the time when the American Film 

Market , the world's largest film market, transforms 

the city into the film capital of the world.

The 37th edition of American Film Market slated from 

2nd to 9th November 2016 is expected to be attended 

by over 8000 participants including acquisition and 

development executives, agents , attorneys, directors, 

distributors, festival directors, financiers, film 

commissioners, producers , writers , media persons 

and film enthusiasts from all over the world. A one -

stop- shop for film business needs,  AFM provides 

enhanced access to global film industry, exclusive 

content and education along with unique networking 

opportunities to its delegates. Besides over 700 

screenings, the largest industry conference series and 

ample networking facilities, this years AFM has 

introduced a second finance conference also. while the 

first conference will explore the future of global film 

finance, the second conference will focus on funding 

films from ' script to screen' . 

This editon of All Lights Film Magazine presents  'AFM 

2016' as the spotlight. All Lights has also included a 

special insight section on 25 Million USD movie 

project – 'Burning Wells', a movie based on Kuwait war 

of 1990. Co-directed by I.V. Sasi - Sohan Roy duo, the 

movie has already created waves in the industry 

owning to its intriguing concept and steeler directorial 

cast. The cover story on the sensational 'Project 

Indywood',is expected to elevate India to the pinnacle 

of world cinema. Other important features include 

Oscar 2016-A year of surprises and controversies, the 

most awaiting movies of 2017 and so on.

The significance of AFM is that the spirit of marketing 

cinema is at its peak here. Since cinema as an 

industry has to survive , business is of paramount 

importance. We dedicate this issue of All Lights to 

AFM and  the spirit of cinema it embodies.

Neha Nair

Editor
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ith November just around the corner, the 

epicenter of film business is all set for the 37th 

edition of American Film Market from Nov 2 – 

9. Hundreds and thousands of film enthusiasts from all 

over the world would join in to participate in the 

biggest film market in the world at Santa Monica. 

American Film Market (AFM) is often described as “the 

largest industry conference series, wherein you get a 

chance to hear from the thought leaders from 

Hollywood and around the world and discover the 

latest trends, new ideas, and wat’s next”. Founded in 

1981, it quickly became the premiere global market 

where Hollywood decision makers and trendsetters 

gather under one roof and seal production and 

distribution deals worth $1 billion. With over 8000 

attendees and 700 screenings, American Film Market is 

one of the world’s must attend industry events.

The 36th edition of AFM scheduled from November 4 

to 11 last year witnessed nearly 1600 buyers from 

more than 70 countries, largest growth coming from 

South Korea, China, Germany and India. A total of 407 

film in more than 30 languages including 87 world 

premieres were screened at the film market and 

hundreds of projects were also unveiled for pre-sales 
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event for all keeping up the promise to provide 

unmatched services to the motion picture industry. 

Following the success of the TV series Mirsand will 

present it's next animation title produced by 

BAZELEVS studio at AFM 2016. The new 3D 

animation feature 'MY COOL DAD'musical comedy, 

family is awaited for the theatrical release in March 

2017.  It is expected that this year too over 400 

screenings will be scheduled at the Market which would 

include both completed films as well as those in under 

all stages of development and production.

Besides market screenings, this year AFM has included 

a second finance conference owing to the huge turnover 

of delegates last year. While the first conference will 

explore The Future of Global Film Finance with The 

360 View and How Equity is Successfully investing in 

Film, the second conference will focus on Funding 

Films Today with Producing Studio Films with 

Independent Budget and The Film Finance Matrix: 

From Script to Screen.

by 391 exhibitor companies from 38 countries.

AFM roundtables and conferences featured over 100 

industry leaders from across the world including 

FilmNation Entertainment CEO Glen Basner; Phoenix 

Pictures’ Chairman & CEO Mike Medavoy; China Film 

Co-Production Corporation President Miao Xiaotian; 

Participant Media CEO David Linde; Bona Film Group 

COO Jeffery Chan; Mongrel International President 

Charlotte Mickie; Cinetic Media’s John Sloss; 

Edinburgh International Film Festival’s Mark Adams; 

The Orchard’s Paul Davidson; Producer & Agent 

Cassian Elwes; and Broad Green Pictures’ Steve 

Nickerson and many more.

Several new initiatives were also introduced, which 

included addition of two new conferences: The China 

Conference and the AFM Festival conference. While, 

AFM China Conference presented leaders from all 

sectors of China’s film industry as they explored and 

revealed how production, marketing and distribution in 

China differs from the West, AFM Festival conference, 

provided a thorough understanding of how one can 

work with film festivals in production and design 

marketing strategy for their films. Discussions also 

included on how one can evaluate festival which will 

work for their specific film, submission tactics to be 

undertaken including do’s and don’ts and strategies to 

leverage and maximize a film’s selection before and 

during a festival.

To facilitate networking opportunities among producers 

and filmmakers Carousel Cocktails were also 

introduced along with free one-year full access 

subscription to Cinando web and apps. According to 

Mr. Jonathan Wolf, Managing Director AFM, these 

programs were initiated in lieu of their current mission 

to provide AFM delegates enhanced access to the global 

film industry, exclusive content and education along 

with unique and memorable networking opportunities.

This year again, AFM promises to be a memorable 

With each passing year AFM continues to reach its peak 

breaking all previous records be it in terms of delegate 

attendance, conference participation or deals finalised 

during the film market. One of the key reasons which 

makes AFM popular among film enthusiasts is the 

ability to gain access to people which wouldn’t normally 

be possible to have access to. The film market provides 

valuable opportunity for film professionals to make 

new connections and generate excellent visibility to 

expand past their local markets.

A paramount destination for participants including 

acquisition and development executives, agents, 

attorneys, directors, distributors, festival directors, 

financiers, film commissioners, producers, writers, 

press from all over the world, AFM continues to be a 

one stop shop for all their film business needs.

American Film Market – Facilitating the 

collaborative business of independent motion 

picture and distribution.
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‘Burning Wells’ 
to be launched 

at the World’s Biggest 
Film Carnival

The First Mega Project Launch 
of Indywood

urning Wells' has become one of the most 

awaited international movies from the Indian 

subcontinent. With a whopping budget of 25 

million USD, the project hit limelight soon after its 

announcement.  As an old idiom goes, ‘two heads are 

better than one’, so when the master craftsman I V 

Sasi joined the technology enthusiast Sohan Roy, 

'Burning Wells' raised the expectations to be 

essentially everything one can ask from this dream 

team of director duo.

I V Sasi is a renowned Indian film director known for 

his unique style of film making. He has directed over 

145 films in various languages and genres.  Sohan 

Roy is an accomplished, performance driven 

professional whose debut movie 'DAM999' earned 

international accolades including Oscars short listing 

and selection at the Golden Rooster Awards (Chinese 

Oscar). He was also the project designer and producer 

of many award winning Hollywood movies. 

Based on Kuwait invasion by Iraq in the year 1990, 

'Burning Wells' will be primarily shot in English, 

Arabic and Hindi. The cast and crew of 'Burning Wells' 

will have leading actors from Hollywood, Bollywood 

and Arabian film industry. It is also believed that the 

movie makers will rope-in internationally acclaimed 

technicians, to make the movie making as well as 

viewing a larger than life experience.  The 'Burning 

Wells'  project has already been creating a buzz in the 

international film circuit. The project will have its 

mega launch at the Indywood Film Carnival- the 

world’s biggest film carnival. 

In order to bring the entire film fraternity under one 

roof and to elevate India as the global hub of world 

film industry in 5 years time, Sohan Roy 

conceptualized US Dollar 10 Billion Project Indywood 

with 100 set targets, which is believed to set in 

revolutionary changes in the production, screening 

and marketing strategies as well as the business 

model of Indian film Industry. As a part of it, India is 

going to witness the world’s ultimate film carnival -

Indywood Film Carnival in September at Ramoji Film 

City, Hyderabad. With an aim to connect the best of 

both national and international cinema, Project 

Indywood will also facilitate and enter into co-

production model for international Projects. 'Burning 

Wells', is its first International co-production deal 

which was launched at Cochin.

Director I V Sasi, through a post about the movie in 

his social media page said that he had always wanted 

to make a movie on Kuwait war using the finest 

technology available in the world. He even went to 

Kuwait to gather more information, resources, stories 

and journals which would help him shape his dream 

project. Since, 'Burning Wells' is a high budget 

multilingual movie which demands cast and crew 

from across the globe and the best technologies 

available in the world, I V Sasi  also wrote about how 

important it was to have the presence of Sohan Roy in 

the project. 

In a recent press meet at Kuwait, Sohan Roy 

announced that the movie will be shot in Hollywood 

format in 3D using 8K technology. The film  will be 

shot at various locations including Kuwait and Ramoji 

Film City and will be dubbed in 30 languages.  He also 

said that the film will explore the story of people who 

were affected by the war from an emotional point of 

view. The film will start its shooting in 2017 and is 

expected to reach theatres by the end of 2018.
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I N S I G H T I N S I G H T

BILLION DOLLAR PROJECT 
INDYWOOD

inema has been and is the 

most popular and powerful 

medium of entertainment in 

India. People of all ages, men, women 

and children, educated or uneducated, 

rich or poor resort to cinema for 

entertainment. It offers a new 

language for the viewer to represent 

himself in. It is nothing but the 

symbiotic relationship that cinema has 

with life that makes cinema, a medium 

of masses. Very few institutions in the 

fast disintegrating world can boast of 

the integration that cinema provides. 

Indian scientists were successful in 

planning and implementing 

revolutionary changes in agricultural 

— To initiate $ 10 Billion investments in India by a 

consortium of 2000 Corporate Firms & NRI Investors in 5 

years, through 10,000 new 4K Projection Multiplex 

Screens, 100,000 2K Projection Home Cinemas, Film 

Studios, Animation/VFX studios and Film Schools 

conforming to international standards

— To set up First Film Carnival in the World with Film 

Festival, Film Market, Red Carpets, Awards, 

Entertainments, Theme park, Talent Hunt, Excellence 

Awards, Conferences, Panel Discussions, Network 

Parties, Investor meets etc;  to promote Film Tourism

— To promote the concept of Film Tourism by bringing in 

international film projects, industrial delegates and 

tourists to India

— To bring Indian Film Industry superior to Hollywood in 

terms of revenue

— To have the World's largest Film Festival, Film Market & 

International award functions in India within 5 years

— To form India based 'World Film Society' to operate as the 

integration hub of the world film industry and its 

associations

— To launch international Co-Production Projects from India 

using Indian talents to attract foreign investment into 

India

— Create 100,000 job opportunities in the Animation, VFX, 

2D-3D Conversion, VR & AR fields

— To establish copyright protection and anti-piracy 

measures in India to support the film and music industry

— To introduce the concept of CSR movie in India, to 

support debutant directors & producers in the domain

— To have the World's largest Film School, Animation 

School & Media School in India within 5 years

— To introduce latest technologies while promoting research 

& development in film industry equipment 

manufacturing and consumables as part of 'Make in 

India' policy

THE GAME CHANGER OF INDIAN CINEMATHE GAME CHANGER OF INDIAN CINEMA

sector to bring about food safety – 'The 

Green Revolution'. India successfully 

developed a new business model to 

bring milk producers and distributors 

under one roof- 'The White 

Revolution'. India has a lead role in 

the world in bringing about 'The 

Information Technology Revolution'. 

Now India is all set to bear the torch of 

an incredible 'Entertainment 

Revolution' - THE INDYWOOD 

REVOLUTION!!

VISION

Conceptualised by Sohan Roy, a 

globally acclaimed film director, 

PROJECT INDYWOOD

producer, exhibitor, writer, project 

designer with many OSCAR listings  

to his credit & a proven leader 

attributed with pioneering innovations 

in Maritime, Medical, Movie and 

Media industries; Indywood envisages 

sweeping and revolutionary changes 

in the production, screening and 

marketing strategies as well as the 

business model of the Indian cinema. 

The successful completion of the 

project is expected to elevate India as a 

global hub of the film industry. Project 

Indywood is designed truly in line 

with prime minister of India Narendra 

Modi's  'Make in India' policy.

The 

M I S S I O N  

INDYW
OOD 

F I L M M A R K E T

SOUTH ASIA'S

BIGGEST 
F I L M M A R K E T

C

08 09ALL LIGHTS | NOVEMBER 2016ALL LIGHTS | NOVEMBER 2016



I N S I G H T I N S I G H T

BILLION DOLLAR PROJECT 
INDYWOOD

inema has been and is the 

most popular and powerful 

medium of entertainment in 

India. People of all ages, men, women 

and children, educated or uneducated, 

rich or poor resort to cinema for 

entertainment. It offers a new 

language for the viewer to represent 

himself in. It is nothing but the 

symbiotic relationship that cinema has 

with life that makes cinema, a medium 

of masses. Very few institutions in the 

fast disintegrating world can boast of 

the integration that cinema provides. 

Indian scientists were successful in 

planning and implementing 

revolutionary changes in agricultural 

— To initiate $ 10 Billion investments in India by a 

consortium of 2000 Corporate Firms & NRI Investors in 5 

years, through 10,000 new 4K Projection Multiplex 

Screens, 100,000 2K Projection Home Cinemas, Film 

Studios, Animation/VFX studios and Film Schools 

conforming to international standards

— To set up First Film Carnival in the World with Film 

Festival, Film Market, Red Carpets, Awards, 

Entertainments, Theme park, Talent Hunt, Excellence 

Awards, Conferences, Panel Discussions, Network 

Parties, Investor meets etc;  to promote Film Tourism

— To promote the concept of Film Tourism by bringing in 

international film projects, industrial delegates and 

tourists to India

— To bring Indian Film Industry superior to Hollywood in 

terms of revenue

— To have the World's largest Film Festival, Film Market & 

International award functions in India within 5 years

— To form India based 'World Film Society' to operate as the 

integration hub of the world film industry and its 

associations

— To launch international Co-Production Projects from India 

using Indian talents to attract foreign investment into 

India

— Create 100,000 job opportunities in the Animation, VFX, 

2D-3D Conversion, VR & AR fields

— To establish copyright protection and anti-piracy 

measures in India to support the film and music industry

— To introduce the concept of CSR movie in India, to 

support debutant directors & producers in the domain

— To have the World's largest Film School, Animation 

School & Media School in India within 5 years

— To introduce latest technologies while promoting research 

& development in film industry equipment 

manufacturing and consumables as part of 'Make in 

India' policy

THE GAME CHANGER OF INDIAN CINEMATHE GAME CHANGER OF INDIAN CINEMA

sector to bring about food safety – 'The 

Green Revolution'. India successfully 

developed a new business model to 

bring milk producers and distributors 

under one roof- 'The White 

Revolution'. India has a lead role in 

the world in bringing about 'The 

Information Technology Revolution'. 

Now India is all set to bear the torch of 

an incredible 'Entertainment 

Revolution' - THE INDYWOOD 

REVOLUTION!!

VISION
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I N S I G H T

Indywood Film Carnival 2016 (IInd Edition) - The 

Ultimate Film Carnival of the world
Indywood Film Carnival will take place at the 

World's Largest Film Studio - Ramoji Film City, 

Hyderabad, India from September 24-27, 2016.  The 

carnival will consist of five major segments- All 

Lights India International Film Festival, Indywood 

Film Market, International Film Business Awards, 

Conference & Talent Hunt. The event is targeting 

over 2,000 delegates and 12,000 footfalls from over75 

countries and is expected to trigger revolutionary 

changes in universal cinema industry.  This will be 

the first film carnival in the world with film festival, 

film market, awards, talent hunt, red carpets, 

entertainments, conferences, network parties, miss 

Indywood, investor meets etc. happening at the 

world's largest film studio primarily to promote film 

tourism.

India ranks top in terms of theatrical admissions 

and the number of films produced every year. But 

the Indian film industry lags behind in terms of 

revenue generation and achieving global 

recognition. This is due to the fragmentation on 

the basis of language and geographical barriers 

within the country. Sohan Roy, a visionary with 

astute business acumen has the key for this issue. 

He believes that every dream is a challenge. Project 

Indywood is a launching pad for the Indian film 

industry to launch itself to the dizzy heights of 

global cinema.

Project Indywood aims to explore new avenues of 

marketing for Indian cinema. The promotion and sale 

of regional contents in international market, exchange 

of local technologies and manpower, global 

networking of major production houses and 

collaborative ventures making use of local talents are 

some of the key aspects of the project. The mission is 

to integrate the fragmented Indian film industry and 

to elevate Indywood cinema to global heights. 

ALIIFF (All Lights India International Film Festival) 

& IFM (Indywood Film Market)
All Lights India International Film Festival and 

Indywood Film Market are two major wings of project 

Indywood. These initiatives are designed to create 

platforms for formulating creative programmes and 

networking towards a unified Indian cinema industry- 

The Indywood Cinema.  The first edition of ALIIFF 

was organised at Kochi, India from November 15-19, 

2015. The festival was a grand success with the 

presence of more than 3500 delegates from 47 plus 

countries including silver screen and industry 

celebrities. The festival witnessed unprecedented 

crowd viewing with over 135 screenings. The 

Indywood Film Market attracted leading global 

market players seeking co-production deals with 

Indian film makers, buyers, sellers & key business 

persons. The conference, panel discussions, 

workshops conducted as part of IFM was attended by 

representatives from premier film technology 

companies like Auro, Dolby labs, EPICA 3D and CGS 

(China Giant Screen). The event provided a global 

venue for networking, product launching, panel 

discussions and trade expos. 

HYDERABAD
Telangana, India

SEP 24-27, 2016

I N S I G H T
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I N S I G H T I N S I G H T

SOHAN ROY

An Interface 
with the 
Concept Creator & 
Founder Director

At Nickelodeon Headquarters
With the VFX Director & 

3D Supervisor of Avatar & Terminator 2At Dolby    Headquarters

As an accomplished film producer, director and owner of multiplex 
theatre complexes, you have an extensive exposure in the film 
industry. What is the inspiration behind your ongoing - project 
Indywood ?

Please elaborate on the targets of the project, both financial and 
physical.

Why did you opt for the name " Indywood Film Carnival" ?

One of the proclaimed objectives of project Indywood is to introduce 
the concept of ' cinema as a corporate social responsibility initiative'. 

India is the global leader in the film industry in terms of 

number of films produced annually and in terms of 

theatre admissions. But when it comes to the quality and 

technology in areas of production, distribution and 

consumption, the Indian film industry is far below the 

global standards. Films cannot be exhibited at the quality 

in which they are produced. We need to change the 

facilities in the existing cinema houses, build new 

animation/ VFX studios and introduce new business 

models. The successful completion of the project in five 

years will elevate India to be the most preferred film 

production destination of the world.

The project cost is 10 billion US Dollars, to be invested 

over 5 years. The fund flow is through a consortium of 

2000 corporate firms and non-resident Indians using their 

branding budget. Among the 100 set goals of Project 

Indywood the most important physical targets are 10,000 

new 4k projection multiplex screens, 100,000 home 

cinemas with 2k projection, film/animation/VFX studios 

and international film schools in India conforming to 

International standards. 

What I envisage is not just another film festival. A 

carnival is a colorful festival. India is a vast country with 

a variety of people, cultures, religions, languages and 

festivals, all amalgamated into a colorful nation. Like the 

colorful wings of a butterfly. My vision is to integrate the 

fragmented film industries of various languages into one 

'Indywood'. Like a butterfly taking wings from it's pupa 

state, the industry is set to take off into global heights.

Please elaborate your thoughts on it.

Project Indywood is expected to trigger winds of change in Indian 
film industry. How do you feel about it?

Cinema is the most effective medium to propagate an 

idea, as it appeals to all sections of the society. I believe 

that growth of an individual or corporate must be co-

ordinated with the needs of our planet and the society 

we live in. My debut directorial venture 'DAM99' and 

its curtain raiser documentary 'DAMS the Lethal Water 

Bombs' were to create awareness on the threat created 

by the outdated dams across the world to the man kind.   

Our recent production 'JALAM', created in the south 

Indian language of Malayalam, was an initiative 

towards supporting homeless people. The entire theatre 

and charity screening collection from the movie is 

dedicated to build homes for the homeless, so that every 

viewer can contribute at least for a “brick” in this noble 

drive. The inspiring response received from the public; 

especially from the children and the media prompted 

me to declare it as an objective of Project Indywood.

India is a large country with a population of over 120 

crores.  People of India are passionate about cinema as 

their chief means of entertainment, and they do even 

skip a meal for a movie ticket. Innovative technological 

applications of the industry have still not reached 

majority of the towns, municipalities and villages.  The 

present system of shooting a movie in 4k, processing in 

2k and projecting in 1K is to be changed to make movie 

watching an 'experience', without any compromise in 

quality. The entire world should start waiting for the 

release of Indian Musical and Epic Movies. Unless and 

until India becomes self sufficient in technology, Indian 

film industry will remain as a financial drain hole for 

the country's economy. The film making standards and 

story concepts in India are to be at par with Hollywood 

to get international audience and market for Indian 

movies. All these changes will bring about a complete 

metamorphosis of the Indian cinema. I am a dreamer, 

and every dream is a challenge as well as opportunity 

to me.

At  Dreamworks Animation
Addressing the World 

Animation Congress at Cannes
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F I L M O S P H E R E F I L M O S P H E R E

rom 

blacklashes 

to boycotts, 

from controversies to 

surprises, the 88th Academy 

Award turned out to be an 

invigorating night filled some best, 

worst and undeniably surprising 

moments. 

While cinema is regarded as an 

effective, informative and persuasive 

medium of spreading a message to 

our community, Oscars is regarded 

as an epitome, a cherished 

recognition for a filmmaker which 

can change the course of an actors' 

entire career and provides a 

platform for ace artists to make a 

difference in the society they live in. 

Infamous for its attitude towards the 

people of color, embracing diversity 

in Hollywood has been a quite a big 

issue with its roots dug deep in the 

past. From being 'racist' to 'sexist', 

the entertainment industry has been 

grilled for not providing a fair 

chance to all. There have been 

instances where 

filmmakers had to struggle to 

get their film financed to be 

showcased to the audience, more so 

because there were no takers for a 

black film. Few even went ahead to 

quote how difficult the industry is 

for women. The protests and the 

boycott was not just about the 

academy, it was to change the stance 

of the entire industry towards the 

actors of color/women in particular. 

The entire film community called in 

for a 'Drastic Change' in unison; 

which was not just confined to the 

nomination process of the academy 

but the entire Hollywood Industry. 

Spike Lee expressed his 

disappointment on Instagram  

quoting that he and his wife "Cannot 

Support" the awards. "How Is It 

Possible For The 2nd Consecutive 

Year All 20 Contenders Under The 

Actor Category Are White?", Jada 

Pink posted her detest on face book 

announcing that "The Academy has 

the right to acknowledge whomever 

they choose, to invite whomever 

they choose," she says. "Begging for 

acknowledgment, or even asking, 

diminishes dignity and diminishes 

power. And we are a dignified 

people. And we are powerful." Other 

actors who criticized the lack of 

diversity included Oscars host Chris 

Rock, Mark Ruffalo, Whoopi 

Goldberg, Reese 

Witherspoon,George Clooney, Don 

Cheadle, Matt Damon, Lupita 

Nyong'o, Michael Moore, David 

Oyelowo, Lena Dunham, Daniel 

Radcliffe, Danny DeVito and many 

others.

With numerous repercussions from 

all corners, Academy announced 

'sweeping' changes to increase the 

diversity. The board voted 

unanimously to increase the number 

of women and people of color in its 

membership by 2020. "The Academy 

is going to lead and not wait for the 

industry to catch up," Academy 

President Cheryl Boone Isaacs said 

in a statement. "These new measures 

regarding governance and voting 

will have an immediate impact and 

begin the process of significantly 

changing our membership 

composition."

The 88th Academy Awards or as the 

Oscar host, Chris Rock, called it "The 

White Peoples Choice Awards" 

owing to the diversity talks that took 

centre-stage, pointed that Oscar 

diversity was a issue this year, but 

not in 1950s and 60s since black 

people had better things to do. His 

politicized monologue hit hard on 

the diversity issue as he opened the 

show with a dig on why this Oscars? 

He acknowledged that direct actions 

are required but if we want all black 

people to be nominated, maybe we 

require separate black categories or a 

black awards instead. Whoopi 

Goldberg the first African American 

to have secured Best Actress and 

Best Supporting Actress quoted “It's 

not that the people doing the 

nominating are too white. They're 

not looking at a movie and saying 

'That's very white. I'm not going to 

nominate that black movie. The 

problem is, people who can help to 

make movies that have blacks and 

Latinos and women and all that, that 

money doesn't come to you because 

the idea is that there's no place for 

black movies, there has never been, 

in the history of movies, a plethora 

of black movies made because 

people believe we don't want to see 

movies with black people in them."

Though the night was filled with 

digs and puns, Oscars turned out to 

be a night to remember for many. 

Here are some of the best top picked 

unforgettable moments from the 
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This year, Oscars was 

hurled amid controversies 

over the nomination of 

only white actors under 

the actor category. The 

outrage over the exclusion 

of actors of color from 

Oscar nominations for 2 

years in a row was huge. 

Twitter outpoured with 

#OscarsSoWhite hashtags, 

many celebrities 

condemned the academy 

on their selection and few 

actors even went ahead to 

boycott this years award 

ceremony to support the 

cause. 
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This year, Oscars was 

hurled amid controversies 

over the nomination of 

only white actors under 

the actor category. The 

outrage over the exclusion 

of actors of color from 

Oscar nominations for 2 

years in a row was huge. 

Twitter outpoured with 

#OscarsSoWhite hashtags, 

many celebrities 

condemned the academy 

on their selection and few 

actors even went ahead to 

boycott this years award 

ceremony to support the 

cause. 
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88th Academy Awards:

—  MAD MAX: FURY ROAD, was a 

surprise package which managed to 

sweep maximum awards at the 

ceremony. A post apocalyptic action 

film won 6 awards out of 10 

nominations for its production 

values: Best Costumes Design, Best 

Production Design, Best makeup 

and Hairstyling, Best Film Editing 

and Best Sound Mixing. 

—  ALEJANDRO G. IÑÁRRITU  

became the only Mexican and third 

director to win the two consecutive 

Oscars for Best Director after John 

Ford and Joseph L. Mankiewicz 

respectively.  He delivered a 

poignant speech pushing for 

equality. He quoted "Make sure once 

and forever that the color of the skin 

becomes as irrelevant as the length 

of our hair".

—  Having composed over 500 scores 

for cinema, recipient of Academy 

honorary award and 6 time Oscar 

nominee, ENNIO MORRICONE, 

composer of The Hateful Eight, 

became the oldest winner in Oscar 

history for a competitive award at 

the age of 87. 

—

of 8 times, EMMANUEL LUBEZKI, 

became the first cinematographer to 

win three consecutive Best 

Cinematography awards, having 

previously won for Gravity (2014) 

and Birdman (2015). With his 

consecutive winning streak at the 

academy awards, he has successfully 

cemented his reputation as one of 

the finest cinematographers working 

today.

— BEAR STORY, an ingenious piece 

of 3D animation, narrating the story 

of lonesome Bear who builds an 

elaborate mechanical diorama in an 

attempt to remember and perhaps 

recover the life he used to love with 

his wife and son before he was 

ripped apart from his family and 

sent to a circus; got an academy nod 

this year making it the first ever 

Chilean film to win an Oscar. 

— Where everyone was rooting for 

'The Revenant' to win the Best 

Picture, surprisingly and much 

deservingly 'SPOTLIGHT' took 

away the glory and grabbed the 

Oscar for the BEST PICTURE. The 

film follows the Boston Globe's 

  

  

  

Having been nominated for a total 

'Spotlight team', the oldest 

continuously operating newspaper 

investigative journalist unit in the 

United States, and its investigation 

into cases of widespread and 

systematic child sex abuse in the 

Boston area by numerous Roman 

Catholic priests. Combining an 

important social issue with high 

quality ensemble, ‘Spotlight’ 

managed to took a sweet spot at the 

awards.

—  incredibly 

powerful performance of her song 

"Till it Happens to you" at the 

academy awards which perhaps was 

even one of the most emotional 

moment of the night was an instant 

hit at the award ceremony. 

Combined with the haunting piano 

melody, heart wrenching lyrics and a 

stage full of survivors holding hands 

in solidarity earned her the first 

standing ovation of the night.

— SAM SMITH received his 

ORIGINAL SONG award for 

'Writings on the Wall' from 'Spectre' 

was yet another perfect candid 

moment. He dedicated his award to 

  

  

LADY GAGA'S

the LTGB community all around the 

world, though with some glitches 

and half baked speech, it still goes 

down as an unforgettable moment.

—  appearance at the 

Oscars was a cringe worthy moment 

filled with lame jokes. Not only did 

it fail miserably to evoke laughter 

among the audience, it fell flat on its 

face and registered itself under the 

most awkward moment in the 

history of Oscars.

— Oscar Host, Chris Rock, managed 

to shell out a whopping sum of 

$65,243 for selling Girl Scouts 

Cookies and walked away with the 

'Best Dad of the Year Title'. Proud 

moment indeed.  

The Best and the most unforgettable 

moment of the night was when 6 

time Academy award nominee, 

LEONARDO DICAPRIO lifted his 

first 'BEST ACTOR' award during 

the ceremony. Hailed with cheers 

and standing ovation, it was 

undoubtedly a dream moment for 

all.

Born in Hollywood, California, 

Leonardo began his stint in the 

  

  

STACEY DASH

entertainment industry with 

appearances in several commercial 

and educational films. He got his 

first break in television in the year 

1990, when he was cast in the short-

lived series based on the movie 

'Parenthood'. DiCaprio had bit parts 

on several shows including 'The 

New Lassie' and 'Rossane', as well 

as a brief stint on the soap opera 

'Santa Barbara'. His debut film role 

was in the comic sci-fi horror film 

'Critters 3', soon after which he 

became a recurring cast member on 

the ABC sitcom 'Growing Pains'. 

DiCaprio made his big screen 

breakthrough in 1992, he was picked 

by Robert De Niro to play the lead 

role in 'The Boy's Life'. 

In 1993, he co-starred as Johny 

Depp's mentally handicapped 

brother in 'What's Eating Gilbert 

Grape'. The film became a critical 

success and he was awarded the 

National Board of Review Award 

and nominated for both Academy 

Award and a Golden Globe for his 

portrayal. In the year 1995, he 

starred in 'The Quick and the Dead', 

'Total Eclipse', 'Don's Plum' and 

'The Basketball Diaries'. In the year 

1996, Leonardo's big break in 

mainstream came with Baz 

Luhrmann's 'Romeo + Juliet', an 

abridged modernization of William 

Shakespeare and Jerry Zaks' family 

drama 'Marvin's Room'.

In 1997, Leonardo starred in James 

Cameron's 'Titanic' opposite Kate 

Winslet. The film became the highest 

grossing films of all times and 

transformed him into a commercial 

movie superstar. Teenage girls and 

young women were smitten by "Leo-

mania" with his portrayal of Jack. 

Though he was nominated for other 

high - profile awards, he was left off 

the Academy Award nomination list. 

Leonardo's first film of 2002, was the 

biographical crime drama, 'Catch 

Me if You Can', for which he 

received his third global globe 

nomination. He also appeared in 

'Gangs of New York' the same year 

but his acting was overshadowed by 

Daniel Day-Lewis' performance.

Starring as a eccentric and obsessive 

American film director and aviation 

pioneer Howard Hughes in The 

Aviator (2004), he received rave 

reviews for his portrayal and bagged 

his Golden Globe award for Best 

Actor, receiving his second Academy 

Award nomination. In 2006, the 

actor starred in 'Blood Diamond', 

where he was praised for the 

authenticity of his South African 

Afrikaner accent and 'The Departed', 

where he portrayed the role of a 

state trooper working undercover in 
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an Irish mob in Boston. 'The 

Departed' was released to 

overwhelmingly positive reviews 

and won him Satellite Award for 

Best Supporting Actor. He was also 

nominated for Golden Globe and 

Screen Actors Guild twice in the Best 

Actor category for both his 2006 

features and in addition earned him 

his third Oscar nomination for 

'Blood Diamond'.

In 2008, Leonardo starred in 'Body 

of Lies', a spy film based on the 

novel of the same name by David 

Ignatius and reunited with Kate 

Winslet to film the drama, 

'Revolutionary Road' which won 

earned him his seventh Golden 

Globe nomination. Leonardo 

collaborated with Scorsese in 2010 

for 'Shutter Island', a psychological 

thriller film where he played a U.S. 

Marshal Edward "Teddy" Daniels, 

who is investigating a psychiatric 

facility located on an island. In the 

same year he collaborated with 

Christopher Nolan for his science 

fiction, 'Inception', where he 

portrayed the character of Dom 

Cobb, an 'extractor' who enters the 

dreams of others to obtain 

information that is otherwise 

inaccessible. 

In 2011, he starred in Clint 

Eastwood's 'J. Edgar', a biopic about 

J Edgar Hoover. The film focused on 

the career of the FBI director from 

the Palmer raids onwards. 

Leonardo's ninth Global globe 

nomination came along with 

Quentin Tarantino's, 'Django 

Unchained' (2012). His next film was 

'The Great Gatsby' (2013), despite 

the movie being one of the iconic 

performances from Leonardo, he 

failed to grab the eye of the 

Academy for his performance. The 

same year, Scorsese's 'The Wolf of 

Wall Street', was released 

where Leonardo starred 

as Jordan Belfort, a 

stockbroker who was 

arrested in the late 1990s 

for securities fraud and 

money laundering. The 

role earned him a Golden 

Globe Award for Best 

Actor in a Musical or 

Comedy and his fourth 

and fifth Academy 

Award nomination for 

acting and Best Picture. 

Year after year, Leonardo 

gave his best and some of the 

moving performances of all times 

but somehow Academy managed to 

snub him of the honor continuously. 

Just prior to the 88th Academy 

Award declaration, The Line 

animation studio released "Leo's red 

carpet Rampage", that lets you race 

your favorite actor among other 

contenders and help win him the 

Oscar. Many even questioned, if the 

Hollywood's most reverted and 

bankable actors could finally win or 

will be fated to be honored with a 

lifetime achievement award. 

But 2016, turned to be an ecstatic 

year for Leonardo when he finally 

won his first coveted Academy 

Award for Best Actor for 'The 

Revenant', where he played fur 

trapper Hugh Glass in the survival 

drama. Well received by the critics, 

Leonardo's performance gained him 

eleventh nomination and third win 

at the Golden Globe in the Drama 

category and his first BAFTA award 

for Best Actor as well. 

A dedicated environmentalist, 

Leonardo has been receiving a lot of 

praise not only for his acting but also 

for his deep dedication towards 

environmental causes and activities. 

At the Oscar 2016 ceremony, he used 

his acceptance speech to express his 

appreciation and worry for the 

environment. "Climate Change is 

real. It is happening right now. It is 

the most urgent threat facing our 

entire species and we need to work 

together and stop procrastinating. 

We need to support leaders around 

the world who do not speak for the 

big polluters, the big corporations, 

but who speak for all humanity, for 

the indigenous people of the world. 

He further quoted "Let us not take 

this planet for granted. I do not take 

tonight for granted." 

This was the moment, die hard 

Leonardo fans have been waiting for 

years and with the win Internet 

erupted with innumerous memes 

congratulating the ace actor for his 

win. 

From references to Oscar diversity 

issues, Mad Max sweeping the 

academy awards and Leonardo's 

well anticipated win, the 88th 

Academy Awards had its own share 

of standout, cringe worthy and 

emotional moments. It came out as a 

witty, humorous and politically 

thought provoking event, which will 

go down in the Oscar history as a 

'Night to Remember'. 
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Sequels, adaptations, animations; and what not, Year 2017 promises 
to be an exciting one for all the movie-buffs across the globe!!!
Here is a list of 8 most anticipated movies of the year 2017.

The 

8 
Most 
Anticipated 
Movies of 
2017

BAYWATCH
Based on the evergreen blockbuster TV series of 
the same name, this upcoming American action 
comedy filmis one of the most anticipated movies 
of 2017. "Baywatch" narrates the story of a 
devoted lifeguard Mitch Buckhannon who butts 
heads with a brash new recruit. Together, they 
uncover a local criminal plot that threatens the 
future of the Bay.
Director: 
Release Date: 
Producer:
Production Company: 

Distribution Company: 
Star Cast: 

Seth Gordon
May 19, 2017

 Ivan Reitman, Ali Bell, Tom Pollock, Joe Medjuck
The Montecito Picture Company, Flynn Picture 

Company, Seven Bucks Productions
Paramount Pictures

Dwayne Johnson, Priyanka Chopra, Zac Efron, Alexandra 
Daddario

BAAHUBALI: The Conclusion
It is tad rare for people to wait for a sequel with 
such curiosity and Baahubali - the conclusion is a 
movie which arguably is the most anticipated 
Indian movie of the year 2017. Sequel of the 
Indian national award winning movie, Baahubali 
- The Beginning, the movie will answer the 
million dollar question which everyone has been 
keenly waiting for "Why Kattappa Killed 
Baahubali?". Baahubali - the conclusion is 
currently in its post-production stage and is 
supposed to be the next biggest grosser in Indian 
cinema. 
Director: 
Release Date:
Producer: 
Production Company: 
Star Cast: 

SS. Rajamouli
 April 17, 2017

K. Raghavendra Rao,Shobu Yarlagadda, Prasad Devineni
Arka Media Works

Prabhas, Rana Daggubati, Anushka Shetty, Sathyaraj, 
Tamannaah, Ramya Krishnan

BEAUTY & THE BEAST
A classic fairy-tale about a monstrous prince 
and a young woman who fell in love with him 
is one of the most anticipated adaptations of 
the year 2017. Based on the fairy tale of the 
same name by Beaumont, this movie is sure to 
strike gold at the box-office.
Director: 
Release Date: 
Producer: 
Production Company: 
Distribution Company: 
Star Cast: 

Bill Condon
March 17, 2017

Don Hahn, David Hoberman, Todd Lieberman
Walt Disney Pictures, Mandeville Films
Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures

Emma Watson, Dan Stevens, Luke Evans

FIFTY SHADES DARKER
Based on the famous erotic romance novel series, 50 shades trilogy, and 
a prequel to Fifty Shades of Grey; Fifty Shades Darker traces the 
deepening relationship between a college graduate, Anastasia Steele, 
and a young business magnate, Christian Grey.
Director:
Release Date:
Producer: 
Production Company: 
Distribution Company:
Star Cast: 

 James Foley
 February 10.2017

Dana Brunetti, Michael De Luca, E.L. James, Marcus Viscidi
Focus Features, Michael De Luca Productions, Trigger Street Productions
 Universal Pictures

Dakota Johnson,Jamie Dornan,Kim Basinger,Luke Grimes.

PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales
Johnny Depp's cult character 'Jack Sparrow' will return with the fifth 
instalment of the "Pirates of Carribean" film series. Thrusting into an all-
new adventure, a down-on-his-luck Captain Jack Sparrow finds the 
winds of ill-fortune blowing even more strongly when deadly ghost 
pirates led by his old nemesis, the terrifying Captain Salazar, escape from 
the Devil's Triangle determined to kill every pirate at sea including him. 
Captain Jack's only hope of survival lies in seeking out the legendary 
Trident of Poseidon, a powerful artefact that bestows upon its possessor 
total control over the seas.
Director: 
Release Date: 
Producer: 
Production Company:
Distribution Company: 
Star Cast: 

Espen Sandberg, Joachim Rønning
May 26, 2017

 Walt Disney Pictures & Jerry Bruckheimer Films
 Walt Disney Pictures, Jerry Bruckheimer Films

Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures
Johnny Depp, Geoffrey Rush, Javier Bardem, Kevin R. McNally, Stephen Graham, Golshifteh 

Farahani, Kaya Scodelario, Brenton Thwaites, Orlando Bloom, Paul McCartney

1

2

3

4

5

6

KONG: Skull Island
Reboot of the King Kong franchise, Kong: Skull Island will serve as the 
second installment in Legendary's Godzilla-Kong cinematic universe.The 
plot will take a leap of 25 years after King Kong's death in New York. The 
movie will explore the journey of Carl Denham's son who runs an 
expedition to Skull Island and tries to solve the decade long mystery.
Director:
Release Date: 
Producer:
Production Company: 
Distribution Company: 
Star Cast: 

 Jordan Vogt-Roberts
March 10, 2017

 Jon Jashni and Thomas Tull
Legendary Pictures
Warner Bros. Pictures

Tom Hiddleston,Brie Larson,Samuel L .Jackson,Toby Kebbelll
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comedy filmis one of the most anticipated movies 
of 2017. "Baywatch" narrates the story of a 
devoted lifeguard Mitch Buckhannon who butts 
heads with a brash new recruit. Together, they 
uncover a local criminal plot that threatens the 
future of the Bay.
Director: 
Release Date: 
Producer:
Production Company: 

Distribution Company: 
Star Cast: 

Seth Gordon
May 19, 2017

 Ivan Reitman, Ali Bell, Tom Pollock, Joe Medjuck
The Montecito Picture Company, Flynn Picture 

Company, Seven Bucks Productions
Paramount Pictures

Dwayne Johnson, Priyanka Chopra, Zac Efron, Alexandra 
Daddario

BAAHUBALI: The Conclusion
It is tad rare for people to wait for a sequel with 
such curiosity and Baahubali - the conclusion is a 
movie which arguably is the most anticipated 
Indian movie of the year 2017. Sequel of the 
Indian national award winning movie, Baahubali 
- The Beginning, the movie will answer the 
million dollar question which everyone has been 
keenly waiting for "Why Kattappa Killed 
Baahubali?". Baahubali - the conclusion is 
currently in its post-production stage and is 
supposed to be the next biggest grosser in Indian 
cinema. 
Director: 
Release Date:
Producer: 
Production Company: 
Star Cast: 

SS. Rajamouli
 April 17, 2017

K. Raghavendra Rao,Shobu Yarlagadda, Prasad Devineni
Arka Media Works

Prabhas, Rana Daggubati, Anushka Shetty, Sathyaraj, 
Tamannaah, Ramya Krishnan

BEAUTY & THE BEAST
A classic fairy-tale about a monstrous prince 
and a young woman who fell in love with him 
is one of the most anticipated adaptations of 
the year 2017. Based on the fairy tale of the 
same name by Beaumont, this movie is sure to 
strike gold at the box-office.
Director: 
Release Date: 
Producer: 
Production Company: 
Distribution Company: 
Star Cast: 

Bill Condon
March 17, 2017

Don Hahn, David Hoberman, Todd Lieberman
Walt Disney Pictures, Mandeville Films
Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures

Emma Watson, Dan Stevens, Luke Evans

FIFTY SHADES DARKER
Based on the famous erotic romance novel series, 50 shades trilogy, and 
a prequel to Fifty Shades of Grey; Fifty Shades Darker traces the 
deepening relationship between a college graduate, Anastasia Steele, 
and a young business magnate, Christian Grey.
Director:
Release Date:
Producer: 
Production Company: 
Distribution Company:
Star Cast: 

 James Foley
 February 10.2017

Dana Brunetti, Michael De Luca, E.L. James, Marcus Viscidi
Focus Features, Michael De Luca Productions, Trigger Street Productions
 Universal Pictures

Dakota Johnson,Jamie Dornan,Kim Basinger,Luke Grimes.

PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: Dead Men Tell No Tales
Johnny Depp's cult character 'Jack Sparrow' will return with the fifth 
instalment of the "Pirates of Carribean" film series. Thrusting into an all-
new adventure, a down-on-his-luck Captain Jack Sparrow finds the 
winds of ill-fortune blowing even more strongly when deadly ghost 
pirates led by his old nemesis, the terrifying Captain Salazar, escape from 
the Devil's Triangle determined to kill every pirate at sea including him. 
Captain Jack's only hope of survival lies in seeking out the legendary 
Trident of Poseidon, a powerful artefact that bestows upon its possessor 
total control over the seas.
Director: 
Release Date: 
Producer: 
Production Company:
Distribution Company: 
Star Cast: 

Espen Sandberg, Joachim Rønning
May 26, 2017

 Walt Disney Pictures & Jerry Bruckheimer Films
 Walt Disney Pictures, Jerry Bruckheimer Films

Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures
Johnny Depp, Geoffrey Rush, Javier Bardem, Kevin R. McNally, Stephen Graham, Golshifteh 

Farahani, Kaya Scodelario, Brenton Thwaites, Orlando Bloom, Paul McCartney
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KONG: Skull Island
Reboot of the King Kong franchise, Kong: Skull Island will serve as the 
second installment in Legendary's Godzilla-Kong cinematic universe.The 
plot will take a leap of 25 years after King Kong's death in New York. The 
movie will explore the journey of Carl Denham's son who runs an 
expedition to Skull Island and tries to solve the decade long mystery.
Director:
Release Date: 
Producer:
Production Company: 
Distribution Company: 
Star Cast: 

 Jordan Vogt-Roberts
March 10, 2017

 Jon Jashni and Thomas Tull
Legendary Pictures
Warner Bros. Pictures

Tom Hiddleston,Brie Larson,Samuel L .Jackson,Toby Kebbelll
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While later half of 2016 is yet to bring in some of 
the biggest movies which are definate to grab our 
eyeballs, 2017 doesn't seem too far behind. 
Building up the heat, get ready to witness a roller 
coaster ride ahead.

xXx: The Return of Xander Cage
As the title hints, this would be the third edition of the blockbuster 
franchise which redefined the spy thriller genre. The plot revolves 
around extreme athlete turned government operative Xander Cage 
coming out of self-imposed exile and on a collision course with 
deadly alpha warrior Xiang and his team in a race to recover a 
sinister and seemingly unstoppable weapon known as Pandora's 
Box. Packed with the series' signature deadpan wit and bad-ass 
attitude, "xXx: The Return of Xander Cage" will raise the bar on 
extreme action with some of the most mind-blowing stunts ever to 
be caught on film.
Director: D.J Caruso
Release Date: January 20,2017 
Producer:Neal H. Moritz,Vin Diesel,Joe Roth,Jeff Kirschenbaum,Samantha Vincent
Production Company: One Race Films,Revolution Studios,Original Film,Roth Kirschenbaum Films
Distribution Company: Paramount Pictures
Star Cast: Vin Diesel, Samuel L. Jackson, Donnie Yen,Tony Jaa, Deepika Padukone

The 

8 
Most 
Anticipated 
Movies of 
2017
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STAR WARS: The Force Awakens
The eighth instalment of the main Star 
Wars saga, tenth of the overall film 
series and second of the star wars 
sequel trilogy following Star Wars: 
The Force Awakens, is an upcoming 
American epic space opera 
film.Having taken her first steps into 
a larger world in Star Wars:Episode 
VII - The Force Awakens (2015), Rey 
continues her epic journey with Finn, 
Poe and Luke Skywalker in the next 
chapter of this saga.
Director :Rian Johnson
Producer:Kathleen Kennedy, Ram Bergman
Release Date: December 15,2017
Production Company: Lucas Film Ltd.
Distribution Company: Walt Disney Studios Motion 
Pictures
Star Cast: Daisy Ridley, Adam Driver, Oscar Issac, Mark 
Hamill, Carrie Fisher
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hen we witness a film, we set aside our intellect to the will of the 

filmmakers who reconstruct acts with imagination and provide us 

hope and entertainment again and again and again. The movie 

industry has seen some great and renowned filmmakers who have not just 

found mega commercial success but garnered immense critical acclaim 

through their style and ways of storytelling. Based on a mix of the 

filmmakers talent and popularity, let's have a look at some of the most 

influential filmmakers of modern era who have made some of the greatest 

movies of all times and became a part of the pop culture.

Christopher Nolan10 8

THE SENSATIONAL 
M   VIE MAKERS 
OF THE MODERN ERA 9

Alejandro 
González Iñárritu

Regarded as one of the highest 

grossing directors and acclaimed 

filmmakers of the 21st century, 

Christopher Nolan's debuted with a 

black and white crime drama 

'Following' (1998) but his popularity 

increased with movies 'Memento' 

(2002), 'Insomnia' (2002) and 

mystery drama 'Prestige' (2006). 

Though his distinct neo-noir 

inspired style, dark themes and 

modern outlook of  movie making 

brought him critical acclaim; 

audiences took notice of his talent 

when he came with the DC 

superhero franchise, the 'Dark Night 

Trilogy' (2005 - 2012) which is 

considered to be the finest movies of 

the superhero genre. His other 

notable works include 'Inception' 

(2010) and 'Interstellar' (2014), which 

portrayed non-linear form of 

storytelling and kindred relationship 

between visual language and 

narrative elements. His 9 films have 

garnered a total of 23 Oscar 

nominations and 7 awards and 

grossed a total of US$4.2 billion 

worldwide.

Starting his career as a radio host at 

the Mexican radio station WFM, 

Alejandro Iñárritu, entered the 

movie industry in the early 1990s. 

He founded Z films, a production 

company under which he started 

writing, producing and directing 

short films & advertisements. 

Exploring the Mexican society in 

Mexico city told via three 

intertwining stories, he directed the 

Death trilogy - 'Amores perros' 

(2000), 21 Grams (2003) and Babel 

(2006) respectively which garnered a 

lot of artificial acclaim. In 2010, he 

directed Buitiful (2010) which 

created a cult following and 

showcased his craft as a director, 

paving way for his Hollywood entry. 

Birdman (2014) and Revenant (2015) 

were also some powerful films 

which made him the third director to 

win back to back Academy Awards, 

and the first since 1950. He is also 

the first Mexican-born director to 

have won the Cannes Film Festival 

Best Director Award.

W

Taiwanese - born American film 

director, Ang Lee, is famous for 

exploring vivid themes brimming 

with emotional charge, relationships 

and conflict between modern and 

the traditional values. He is famous 

for surprising his audience with 

works so diverse that you fail to 

anticipate what he is going to do 

next. He first broke the laws of 

gravity with 'Crouching Tiger and 

the Hidden Dragon' (2000), thrilled 

us with the rebooted 'Hulk' (2003) 

and broke our hearts with 

'Brokeback Mountain' (2005). Lee 

went a step further by truing the 

technically impossible fantasy 

adventure novel 'Life of Pie' (2012) 

into a movie. He became the first 

Asian to win a Best Director Oscar, 

Golden Globe and BAFTA for best 

Director and the only director to win 

both Golden bear and Golden lion 

multiple number of times. 

Ang Lee

G E T T O K N O W I T G E T T O K N O W I T
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David Fincher

An iconic actor in the western 

movies, Clint Eastwood began his 

direction career in the 70s. However, 

he rose to the list of the finest 

filmmakers in last two decades with 

'Unforgiven' (1992) and 'The Million 

Dollar Baby' (2004), both winning 

the Best Picture and Director at the 

Oscars. 'Mystic River' (2003) and 

'Letters from Iwo Jima' (2006) 

further marked his strong presence 

in the era. His war drama biopic 

'American Snipper' (2014) set box 

office records for the biggest January 

release ever and had the biggest 

opening ever for an Eastwood 

movie. Eastwood's simple and 

effective directing style has allowed 

him to explore multiple genres and 

garner multiple accolades 

throughout the 2000s. In the year 

2000, he was bestowed with Italian 

Venice Film Festival Golden lion for 

lifetime achievement. He has been 

also been awarded with two of 
Clint Eastwood

Set on a directing career, David 

Fincher, started off directing music 

videos and commercials. His feature 

debut was 'Alien 3' (1992) which 

though didn't do quite well at the 

box office, garnered him enough 

attention by the audience. In 1995, 

he came back with a dark and stylish 

investigative thriller 'Seven', and 

'The Game' in 1997 which provided 

him with his due appreciation as a 

filmmaker. Fincher made 'Fight 

Club' (1999), one of the most talked 

about film ever which despite 

disappointing box office returns, 

complex theme and extreme 

violence, manages to continue its 

influence on the modern crowd. He 

kept tensions high with 'Panic 

Room' (2002) and brought to light 

the fantastic story of a man who ages 

in reverse through 'The Curious 

Case of Benjamin Button' (2008), 

both of which fared immensely at 

the box office. With his visually 

exhilarating style and masterful 

storytelling, Fincher also brought as 

Oscar winning drama 'The Social 

Network' (2010) and the mystery 

flick, 'Girl with the Dragon Tattoo' 

(2011) to screen. David Fincher's 

latest movie 'Gone Girl' (2014) also 

managed to become a critically 

acclaimed box office success.

France's highest honors 

Commandeur of the Ordre des Arts 

et des Lettres (1994) and Légion 

d'honneur medal (2007). 

 Coen Brothers

5

4

Popularly known for letting their wit 

and cleverness shine, Joel and Ethan 

Coven are often characterized as 

being "genre-bursting" having 

explored in comedy, romance, 

thriller, drama, neo-noir, the Coven 

brothers collectively came up with 

some interesting movies like ‘Blood 

Simple’ (1984), ‘Raising Arizona’ 

(1987), ‘Miller's Crossing’ (1990), 

‘Barton Fink’ (1991), ‘Fargo’ (1996), 

‘The Big Lebowski’ (1998), ‘O 

Brother’, ‘Where Art Thou?’ (2000), 

‘No Country for Old Men’ (2007), 

‘Burn After Reading’ (2008), ‘A 

Serious Man’ (2009), ‘True Grit ‘ 

(2010), ‘Inside Llewyn Davis’ (2013), 

and ‘Hail, Caesar!’ (2016). Whether it 

be an Oscar winning crime flick, a 

cult hit, or a satirical comedy, Coven 

Brothers time and again proved that 

two heads are better than one. 

Altogether they have been 

nominated for 13 Academy awards, 

plus one individual nomination for 

each, winning Best Original 

This American Filmmaker 

introduced us to the stylized 

violence and pop culture heavy 

references. Quentin Tarantino's 

directorial debut was 'The Reservoir 

Dogs' (1992), which is regarded as 

the "Greatest Independent Films of 

All Time". But his popularity soared 

with his black comedy film, the 

critically acclaimed 'Pulp Fiction' 

(1994). Stylizing the cinematic 

traditions of Kung Fu, Japanese 

Martial art, Tarantino released his 

"revenge flick" Kill Bill in two 

volumes (2003 - 2004). 'Inglourious 

Basterds' (2009) and 'Django 

Unchained' (2012) remains to be his 

critically acclaimed features. 

Through his career he has received 

both critical as well as commercial 

success. Named one of the 100 most 

influential people in the world, 

Tarantino has been awarded two 

Academy awards, two Golden Globe 

Awards, two BAFTA awards and 

Palme d'Or. 
Quentin Tarantino 

Screenplay for ‘Fargo’ and Best 

Picture,Best Director and Best 

Adapted Screenplay for ‘No Country 

for Old Men’.

G E T T O K N O W I T G E T T O K N O W I T
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director in the history. Even his 

recent animated action adventure 

movie 'The Adventures of Tintin' 

(2011) and his latest spy thriller 'The 

Bridge of Spies' (2015) provide 

testimony to how recognizable and 

influential director he is.

Steven Spielberg

Street' (2013). For his contributions 

to the new era of cinema he has been 

bestowed with the AFI Life 

Achievement Award, won an 

academy award for 'The Departed' 

(2006), a Palme d'Or, Cannes Film 

Festival Best Director Award, Silver 

Lion, Grammy Award, Emmys, 

3 1

2

Besides being renowned as an 

exceptional filmmaker, this well 

known director is also a 

philanthropist, and deep sea 

explorer. James Cameron infiltrated 

pop culture and found success with 

his science action film 'The 

Terminator' (1984). With the critical 

acclaim garnered he directed 'Aliens' 

(1986) and 'The Abyss' (1989), but it 

was his 1997 epic romantic disaster 

film 'Titanic' that crowned him king 

of the world, earning him Academy 

Awards for Best Picture, Best 

Director and Film Editing. Over a 

decade later, Cameron broke his own 

record with the ground breaking 3D 

and computer generated movie 

'Avatar' (2009). Being a deep sea 

explorer, Cameroon has also 

contributed to underwater filming 

and remote vehicle technologies. He 

also holds a record of directing two 

of three films in history which 

grossed $2 billion worldwide. 

Considered one of the founding 

pioneers of New Hollywood era, 

Steven Spielberg enjoys a career 

spanning over four decades wherein 

he has explored innumerable themes 

and genres in his films. After laying 

the foundation for modern 

blockbusters in the 70s and 80s, 

Spielberg created box office records 

ringing with 'Jaws' (1975), 'E. T. 

Extra-Terrestrial' (1982) and 'Jurassic 

Park' (1993), but he enjoyed critical 

and commercial acclaim through his 

with epic flicks like 'Schindler's List' 

(1993), addressing the holocaust and 

'Saving Private Ryan' (1998), a war 

movie which came to represent the 

blockbuster film. His other films 

include 'Close Encounters of the 

Third Kind' (1977), 'the' Indiana 

Jones' film' series (1981 / 1984 / 

1989 / 2008), and 'A.I. Artificial 

Intelligence' (2001) which still 

continue to amaze viewers in this 

21st century. Unadjusted gross of all 

Spielberg directed movies exceeds a 

whooping $9billion worldwide 

making him the highest grossing 

Inspired by his Italian background 

and Roman Catholic upbringing, 

Martin Scorsese crafted some of the 

greatest movies in recurring 

collaboration with Robert De Niro 

and Leonardo DiCaprio. Part of the 

new Hollywood wave of 

filmmaking, Scorsese's film career 

spans over 45 years. Continually 

depicting the concepts of 

redemption, gang wars, crime, his 

films are often noted for violence 

and profanity. He has directed some 

epic movies like 'Mean Streets' 

(1973), the vigilante-thriller 'Taxi 

Driver' (1976), concert film 'The Last 

Waltz' (1978), the biographical sports 

drama 'Raging Bull' (1980), the black 
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nominated living director who 
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Pinnacle of Creative VFXPinnacle of Creative VFX

he graphic motion begins in 

this epic movie, the moment 

a light is thrown in for the 

lead role handled by Tom Hardy, to 

introduce himself as more than just a 

normal Max. Set in the barren, stark 

and scorching heat of the Namibian 

desert, the movie is set in a post-

apocalyptic world, where human 

beings kill each other for gasoline, 

water and bullets.More than 

anything, George Miller's return to 

helm the latest installment in the 

Mad Max series turned out be 

landmark in visual effects. 

There was extensive use of vehicles 

with outlandish designs engaging in 

road battles in the movie. Miller 

conceptualized this movie as "a 

western on wheels". The 

execution of this idea was 

aided world class 

team of 

Production design, 

Cinematographers and Stunt 

coordinators.  Backed by, hundreds 

of visual artists and thousands of 

visual effects shots for most of the 

stunts, that actually feels like it was 

taken in one quick flow.  The 

director of photography, John Seale 

came out of retirement to work on 

this movie. This is was the first 

movie he shot with digital cameras. 

He used 4 different types of cameras 

to shoot the action sequence. The 

movie had 2000 visual effects shots, 

out of which 1500 were delivered 

by the lead effects company Iloura. 

The visual effects where brought 

into the lime light in each shot by the 

special effects supervisors Andy 

William and 

Dan Oliver.This included altering 

the time and light of day, weather 

and terrain. This was actually the 

effect brought in by the colorist Eric 

Whipp.

The hardest part for the visual 

effects team was to create the 

Citadel,a rocky mountain in the 

middle of the desert. This is from 

where the antagonist Immortan Joe 

(Hugh Keays-Byrne) lords over his 

subjects.The Citadel was created 

with photography in Namibia, 

shooting in Sydney, followed by 

a combination of visual effects 

by Illoura.  The adjacent 

mountain was showcased 

in such a way that it 

had a bit of 

greenery on 

the top 

and three huge pipe that pumped 

out meager amounts of water to the 

people in Citadel while the  villain, 

Immortan Joe  introduces Imperator 

Furiosa, played by Charlize Theron, 

for the first time in the movie. 

Furiosa was shown while a war rig 

was lowered down the mountain for 

her to go to a neighboring village to 

bring in Gasoline. The shot was 

actually made in Blue Mountains 

located towards the west of Sydney. 

The water flow through the pipes 

where made using a lot of wide 

shots applying great simulation, 

which actually makes the audience, 

feel the rush of water through their 

body, while it gushes out of the 

mountain, via a very effective 3D 

spectrum. These shots proves that 

Miller was very keen on using real 

surfaces and textures in his shots 

rather than the CGI or any other 

kind of paint tricks that modern 

action and sci-fi movies so heavily 

rely on. Miller said that 90% of the 

visual effects were practical.

Another exciting scene in the movie 

was the shot where Furiosa detours 

and takes the war rig into a toxic red 

heat storm, while harboring 

Immortan Joe's wives, who were 

the top breeders in Citadel. The war 

rig was followed by an army of war 

boys in their nitric fuelled high 

performance machines spitting fire 

as they chased Furiosa.  The scene 

was nothing but bloodshed, 

accidents and people being sling 

shot themselves from various 

crashes, blasts and high octane chase 

sequences, from one end to the 

desert sand or into a fire. The shot 

was crafted by a combination of CG 

car take-over's, fluid and dust 

simulation for storm, with a lot of 

digital doubles. Again Miller's use 

on CGI was different. He wanted 

actual cars and trucks while they 

were pulled into the storm. So they 

actually drove the vehicles through 

the Namibian desert as in they were 

moving into the twister and the 

storm, to retain a real camera 

movement. Then the shot was 

replaced with dummy movements 

backed with CGI for the best effects. 

The twisters where brought to life by 

Illoura using a lot of fluid and dust 

stimulators, which really tends to 

whisk us away with each blow and 

crashes in between the scenes. The 

flames being brought into the 

stormy cloud was actually done by 

Tom Wood.  Mean while the dust 

clouds and the twisters were much 

Mad Max: Fury RoadMad Max: Fury Road

T more realized with the Houdini 

simulation again pulled out by 

Illoura using a lot of key frames and 

animation through deep layers. The 

combination of all these was a 
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for the movie like it was really 

meant to be there while the war rig 

passed through.

The next amazing scene were the 

shots where the war rig gets stuck in 

the swampland, when they were 

followed by bullet farmer while 

Nux, the war boy boarded the rig. 

Even though scene in the movie was 

set during the night, it was actually 

shot in broad day light. This was a 

technique used by Jackson, John 

Seale and Illoura to bring in the 

shots over exposed to day light to 

make it look darker. The scene starts 

with deep dark shots and becomes 

brighter as it progresses. This made 

the audiences' feel that the action 

sequence was actually shot in the 

dark.

Last, but the best shots of the movie 

that actually pumped the adrenaline 

were the fights on the way back to 

Citadel. Now the war rig united 

with the many mothers, charges 

back to Citadel through the canyons, 

followed by all the war parties, who 

now uses pole cats and a barrage of 

vehicles to stop the rig with as much 

force as they can. Here again, Miller 

pulled out a real explosion on the 

mobile refinery carried by a limo 

truck, driven by the accountant and 

his accomplice. The truck was 

actually driven in Namibian desert 

while it exploded. Other shots were 

surreal experience for the audience 

who were at the edge of their seats 

most of the time.

After the fire storm, Max and 

Furiosa teams up, with the wives on 

board. They had to pass through the 

Canyons to get on route to East, 

where the presumed Green place 

was. The Canyon was a narrow 

trench which was actually a bottle 

neck for the war rig, where a scene 

was shot with bikers attacking the 

rig followed by a big mountain rock 

blast. The scene could have been 

easily tweaked with CGI, but Miller 

as usual was more of a realist. He 

wanted an actual blast to happen 

with the cameras on ground to 

actually capture the depth of the 

scene. For the same they used the 

adjacent quarry and actually blew it 

up. This was later complied into the 

action sequence, with the war rig 

fighting through, while the bikers 

followed and tried to blow up and 

devastate the rig. For the canyon, 

Miller's VFX team had to make a lot 

of shots with environmental 

improvisations to give it a real-

world action feel while the scenes 

were shot. Even the narrowest 

trench of the Canyon which was 

showcased in the movie did not 

actually have the rocks on top. It 

which was actually VFX and made 

G E T T O K N O W I T

made with all the vehicles following 

the blown up truck which was 

turning into a fire ball, while Max 

was swinging to get off from a 

pendulum that took him off the 

truck. These scenes were no CGI.It 

was actually shot which made the 

scene even more believable for the 

audience. These were the sequences 

in the movie which actually made it 

worthy of the Academy awards. The 

last set of car chase was well 

organized. None of the cars were 

made to appear out of nowhere and 

do some CGI-aided unrealistic 

stunts. It was well crafted and a lot 

of shots where tailored with digital 

sequences to bring in the best of 

practicality into the movie. 

‘Mad Max: Fury Road' will go down 

in the annals of movie making 

history as the one of the movies 

which used VFX and action most 

creatively, realistically and 

effectively. The movie made itself 

worthy of the Academy awards 

especially for its visual effects, spear 

headed by Dan Oliver, Andrew 

Jackson, Tom wood and Illoura. The 

proud team of George Miller put 

together for exciting chase 

sequences, blasts and gun fights run 

on high octane nitro pumped war 

machines. 
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